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Introduction 

This document is a guide for those operating in the Commercial 

Scalefish Fishery and contains relevant information for those fishing in 

State waters using a scalefish licence. The rules summarised here are 

contained in the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015 (the Rules), with the 

most recent changes implemented from 1 November 2023. A separate 

guide is available for the Commercial Banded Morwong Fishery.   

Disclaimer 

This Guide is intended as a plain English summary of most Rules and is produced for general 

guidance only. The Guide must not be used as a substitute for the legislation that regulates 

the fishery. The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) and 

its employees to not warrant or make any representation regarding the use, or results of the 

use, of the information contained herein as regards to its correctness, accuracy, reliability, and 

currency or otherwise. NRE Tas and its employees expressly disclaim all liability or 

responsibility to any person using the information contained in this Guide.  

Licence holder responsibility 

Information provided in this Guide is correct as at the time of publication. Fishery Management 

Plans, the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 (the LMRMA) and its other 

subordinate legislation (the legislation) and Policy may change, and NRE Tas makes every 

endeavour to advise operators of these changes when they occur.  

Licence holders are reminded of their responsibility to ensure that any person specified as an 

authorised supervisor on their licence is made aware of these changes as they occur. It 

remains your responsibility as a licence holder or authorised supervisor to read and 

understand the relevant legislation in full, and to maintain an up-to-date knowledge of the 

management plan relevant to your activities.  

Legislation and management plans are available for download from the Fishing Tasmania 

website, via www.fishing.tas.gov.au/legislation or www.legislation.tas.gov.au/ 

Review of fisheries legislation 

The Scalefish Fishery is managed under the LMRMA and the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015 

(the Rules). The Rules expire on 31 October 2026. A review of the Rules will be undertaken to 

https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fisheries/scalefish-fishery/banded-morwong-fishery
http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/legislation
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/
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remake the Rules and will involve statutory consultation in line with requirements under the 

LMRMA.  

Industry representation 
Industry is represented in the planning and management process via recognised fishing 

bodies. The peak bodies represent industry at all ‘fishery core group’ meetings. Fishery core 

groups were established from 1 July 2023 to allow communication between NRE Tas fishery 

managers, fisheries scientists and industry.  

Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT)  

Industry is represented by the Tasmanian seafood industry peak body, Seafood Industry 

Tasmania (SIT). An annual levy is charged during the renewal of each fishing licence 

(personal) to fund SIT and all persons who hold a fishing licence (personal) are automatically 

members. The Government consults with SIT on a broad range of issues relating to the 

fishery.  

Contact Information:  

Email:  tsic@sit.org.au | 

Phone: 03 6224 2332 

Government contacts  

NRE Tas Wild Fisheries Management Branch 

For questions relating to the information relating to the Scalefish Fishery, please contact the 

Wild Fisheries Management Branch or send an Email: commercial.fisheries@nre.tas.gov.au.   

Rosie Katunar Scalefish Fisheries Manager  

Email: Rosie.Katunar@nre.tas.gov.au 

Phone: 0457 046 561 

Jakob Fries Scalefish Fisheries Manager  

Email: Jakob.Fries@nre.tas.gov.au 

Phone: 0457 006 821 

Adela Jarmusz Scalefish Fisheries Manager 

Email: Adela.Jarmusz@nre.tas.gov.au 

Phone: 0499 947 277 

https://sit.org.au/
https://sit.org.au/
mailto:tsic@sit.org.au
mailto:commercial.fisheries@nre.tas.gov.au
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NRE Tas Fisheries Compliance and Licencing Branch 

Licensing forms and fee information is available at www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms. 

For questions relating to licensing matters or docket books contact the Fisheries Compliance 

and Licensing Branch on 03 6165 3000 or Email: Fisheries.Licensing@nre.tas.gov.au or 

Fisheries.Monitoring@nre.tas.gov.au. 

Report Signs of Marine Heatwave Impact 

The east coast of Tasmania experienced marine heatwave conditions in 2023/24 and future 

events are likely. Please report signs of marine heatwave impact, like sick or dying fish, to the 

Wild Fisheries Management Branch or via the online form at:  Report Signs of a Marine 

Heatwave | Fishing Tasmania. 

Report Fish Kills to the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

A fish kill is characterised by a sudden and unexpected large number of fish dying over a short 

time period, and generally within a limited area. Fish kills can be a result of human induced 

impacts or due to natural events. Report any fish kill event immediately to EPA Tasmania’s 

Incident Response Hotline on 1800-005-171, or email incidentresponse@epa.tas.gov.au. 

Report Illegal Fishing to the Tasmanian Police – Marine & 

Rescue Division 

Report illegal fishing via Fishwatch 24-hour hotline on (+61)-427-655-557 or 

marine@police.tas.gov.au  

Your report should include as much information as possible, such as the time and location of 

the offence, fishing gear used (including licence or ID numbers), vehicle registration numbers, 

and vessel name, distinguishing marks and descriptions, and the name or description of 

persons involved. Information can be given anonymously. 

Marine Wildlife (Whale) Hotline for Interactions with Protected 

Species  

In addition to your legal requirement to record all interactions with protected species in your 

logbook, NRE Tas Natural Cultural Heritage Division’s Marine Conservation Program is keen 

to hear about all cetacean (whales and dolphins) sightings in Tasmanian waters. Reports 

contribute valuable information to long term monitoring and conservation of these species. 

If you locate an entangled or injured marine mammal (whale, dolphin, seal) or seabird do not 

attempt to rescue the animal yourself but immediately ring the 24-hour Marine Wildlife Hotline 

on 0427-WHALES 0427 942 537 and seek professional advice. Time is critical during a rescue 

http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms
mailto:Fisheries.Licensing@nre.tas.gov.au
mailto:Fisheries.Monitoring@nre.tas.gov.au
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/community/fisheries-management/marine-heatwaves/report-signs-of-a-marine-heatwave
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/community/fisheries-management/marine-heatwaves/report-signs-of-a-marine-heatwave
https://epa.tas.gov.au/epa/water/water-topics/fish-and-fish-kills
https://epa.tas.gov.au/epa/water/water-topics/fish-and-fish-kills
mailto:incidentresponse@epa.tas.gov.au
mailto:marine@police.tas.gov.au
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/marine-conservation-program
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attempt, or for testing deceased animals to determine the cause. If you are outside of phone 

range call TAS MARITIME RADIO on VHF Channel 16 for advice. They will initiate procedures 

to collect information and notify the disentanglement team who will provide advice. 

In general, when a whale or dolphin is observed, vessel operators should:  

1. Slow down and avoid erratic changes in speed and direction.  

2. Approach no closer than the specified approach distances (see below).  

3. Avoid approaching from directly in front of or behind the animal. 

Contact 0427 WHALES: (0427 942 537) 

 

 

The Fishery  
The Tasmanian Scalefish Fishery is a multi-gear, multi-species fishery predominantly made up 

of small owner-operators. Vessels vary in size and type and different fishing gears are used 

including gillnets, hook and line, spears, jigs and seine nets. The Scalefish Fishery is managed 

under the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015 and is controlled through capped licence numbers, 

closed seasons and gear restrictions. There are also minimum and maximum size limits and 

trip limits for many species.  
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State waters 

All scalefish licences, excluding rock lobster and octopus, can only operate in coastal waters 

out to 3 nautical miles, indicated in blue (Figure 1). The northern boundary is at latitude 

39°12’S. Remember to check your vessel survey limits before accessing remote State waters. 

Marine Reserves and Shark Refuge Areas are not shown on this map.  

 

Figure 1: Map of Tasmanian Coastal Waters. The northern boundary is at latitude 39°12’S. All scalefish 

licences—excluding rock lobster and octopus—can only operate in coastal waters indicated in blue. 
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State waters for holders of a rock lobster licence 

Holders of a fishing licence (rock lobster) can operate outside coastal waters and waters 

include the light blue shaded waters in Figure 2. These waters are considered “State Waters” 

when a fisher is operating under a fishing licence (rock lobster).  

Rock lobster fishers can use the scalefish gear component of this licence in all of these 

waters, however catch limits apply. The only exception is where the holder of fishing licence 

(rock lobster) also holds a fishing licence (wrasse) on the same licence package. Under these 

circumstances the holder has no limit on wrasse and can sell live wrasse. The holder of a 

fishing licence (rock lobster) that has a fishing licence (wrasse) attached to the licence 

package as this can operate in waters described in Figure 2.  

 

  

Figure 2: A map of Tasmanian Offshore Constitutional Settlement (OCS) jurisdiction  
for the Scalefish Fishery (yellow = coastal waters, blue = offshore waters). 
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South-East Waters for holders of a calamari licence 

A fishing licence (southern calamari) can only operate inside South-East Waters. These are 

defined as coastal waters bounded in the north by the line of latitude running through Lemon 

Rock, including Great Oyster Bay, and in the west by the line of longitude running through 

Whale Head.  

 

Figure 3: Map of South-East Waters. 
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Marine Parks and Marine Reserves 

There are areas around Tasmania where fishing is limited or prohibited. These areas include 

National Marine Parks, Marine Nature Reserves, Research Areas and Shark Refuge Areas. 

Commonwealth Marine Parks are in offshore waters (beyond 3 nautical miles) and are 

managed by Parks Australia. Commonwealth Marine Parks include the Beagle, Boags, 

Flinders, Franklin, Freycinet and Tasman Fracture Marine Parks. New arrangements for the 

South-east Marine Parks Network took effect from 13 February 2025.  

More information is available online at: www.australianmarineparks/south-east marine parks.  

In Tasmanian waters, the Parks and Wildlife Service and NRE’s Marine Resources jointly 

manage marine reserves.  

Detailed maps and rules relating to the Marine Reserves is available at: 

fishing.tas.gov.au/recreational-fishing/rules/area-restrictions/marine-reserves.  

 

Figure 4: Map of areas where diving or fishing is restricted in Tasmanian waters. 

https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/recreational-fishing/rules/area-restrictions/marine-reserves
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/recreational-fishing/rules/area-restrictions/fisheries-research-areas
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/
https://australianmarineparks.gov.au/parks/south-east-marine-parks-network/
https://www.parks.tas.gov.au/index.aspx?base=397
https://nre.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/recreational-fishing/area-restrictions/marine-reserves
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/recreational-fishing/rules/area-restrictions/marine-reserves


 

Page 15 of 70 
Operational Guide for the Commercial Scalefish Fishery | 2025 Edition  

Governor Island Marine 

Reserve 

The reserve extends 400 metres eastward 

from the shoreline of Governor Island. This  

50 hectare reserve includes the island itself 

and Alligator Rock.  

No fishing or setting of fishing gear is 

permitted in the Governor Island Marine 

Reserve. There are white paired poles 

marking the western boundary.  

 

The Kent Group Marine 

Reserve 

There are two zones in the Kent Group 

Marine Reserve—the “no fishing zone” and 

the “restricted zone”.  

No fishing or setting of fishing gear is 

permitted in the “no take zone”. The only 

fishing currently allowed in the restricted 

zone is handline fishing for scalefish (no set 

lines, spearing or netting) and taking rock 

lobster using pots and rings and by diving. 
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Maria Island Marine Reserve 

The reserve includes all waters up to one 

kilometre offshore from the north eastern 

point of Fossil Bay to Return Point and 

covers 1,500 hectares. 

No fishing or setting of fishing gear is 

permitted in the reserve between Cape 

Boullanger in the north and Return Point in 

the south. Commercial fishing of all types is 

permitted east of Cape Boullanger.  

 

Port Davey and Bathurst 

Harbour Marine Reserve 

No fishing or setting of fishing gear is 

permitted in the no fishing zone. 

The only fishing allowed in the restricted 

zone is diving for abalone and rock lobster, 

using a rock lobster pot or ring and line 

fishing with up to five (5) hooks.  

 

Ninepin Point Marine Reserve 

No commercial fishing or setting of 

commercial fishing gear is permitted in 

waters of the D’Entrecasteaux Channel.   

 

Tinderbox Marine Reserve 

No commercial fishing or setting of 

commercial fishing gear is permitted in 

waters of the D’Entrecasteaux Channel or 

the Derwent River (unless otherwise 

endorsed for the Derwent).  
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Shark refuge areas 

Shark Refuge Areas (SRAs) are important breeding habitat for many shark species (especially 

school and gummy sharks), skates and rays. No shark can be taken or possessed in SRAs 

(Rule 15), other than elephant fish with a limit of 5 (Rule 85). SRAs are defined in Rule 3 and 

described in Schedule 2 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015.  

You must hold an endorsement to use gillnets in a SRA (Rule 54). The exception is the use of 

gillnets in the waters of Great Oyster Bay or East Coast waters by the holder of a fishing 

licence (personal), fishing licence (vessel) and relevant apparatus licence under the following 

conditions:  

• None of those nets exeeds 200 metres in length; and  

• None of those nets are set within 50 metres of another net; and  

• The total combined length of those nets does not exceed 800 metres.   

Refer to Rule 24(1)(b) and Schedule 7, Item 1 for more detail. 

If you are endorsed to use a gillnet in a SRA then you must not set or leave your gillnet in the 

SRA for longer than six hours (Rule 104) and all shark (excluding elephantfish) must be 

released as per Rule 15.  

Table 1: List of Shark Refuge Areas (SRAs). As defined in Rule 3 and described 

in Schedule 2 the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015. 

SRA Name Fishing 

Block 

Code 

Description 

Blackman Bay ES17 Means the waters within the area bounded –  

1. in the west by the western entrance of the Denison 

Canal; and   

2. in the east by an imaginary straight line from the 

southern extreme of Long Spit due east to the opposite 

shore of Little Chinaman Bay. 

D’Entrecasteaux 

Channel 

ES02 & 

ES03 

Means the waters within the area bounded – 

1. in the south by an imaginary straight line from Scott Point 

(situated at the entrance of Port Esperance) to the 

northern point of Partridge Island and the line of 

longitude 147°5'54"E between the southernmost point of 

Partridge Island and Labillardiere Peninsula on Bruny 

Island; and  

2. in the north by an imaginary straight line from Dennes 

Point on Bruny Island to Piersons Point situated on the 

western shore of the River Derwent. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS15@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS85@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS2@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD2@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS24@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS7@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS104@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS15@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS2@EN
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SRA Name Fishing 

Block 

Code 

Description 

East Coast Waters ES15N Means waters within 3 nautical miles of any part of the east 

coast of the State between Seaford Point and an imaginary 

straight line from Cape Bougainville to Cape Boullanger on 

Maria Island. 

Frederick Henry Bay ES19 Means the waters within –  

• an imaginary straight line between North-West Head and 

Cape Contrariety; and  

• Pitt Water and Pipe Clay Lagoon; and  

• Eaglehawk Bay. 
Norfolk Bay ES18 

Port Sorell ES09 Means the waters upstream of an imaginary straight line from 

Griffiths Point in the east to Taroona Point in the west at the 

southern extremity of Hawley Beach. 

Georges Bay ES12 Means the waters enclosed west of an imaginary straight line 

from Grants Point to St Helens Point. 

Great Oyster Bay ES13N & 

ES14N 

Means the waters enclosed north of an imaginary straight line 

from Weatherhead Point on Freycinet Peninsula to Seaford 

Point. 

Mercury Passage ES16 Means the waters bounded in the north by an imaginary 

straight line from Cape Bougainville to Cape Boullanger and 

in the south by an imaginary straight line from Cape Peron to 

Cape Bernier. 

Pitt Water ES20 Means the waters upstream of an imaginary straight line from 

Sandy Point to Tiger Head. 

River Derwent ES01 Means the waters upstream of an imaginary straight line from 

Dennes Point to Cape Direction. 

River Tamar ES10 Means the waters upstream of an imaginary straight line from 

Low Head to West Head. 

No netting or setline areas 

Further restrictions apply on the use of nets and setlines in many rivers and sheltered waters, 

in addition to the Shark Refuge Areas listed in Table 1.  

These areas are described in Rule 20, Rule 24 and Rule 28 and additional waters are 

specified in Schedule 6.  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS20@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS24@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS28@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS6@EN
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Descriptions and maps on no netting and setline areas are available online at: Fishing 

Tasmanian, rules and area restrictions 

Use of gillnets 

You must not set or leave a commercial gillnet in State waters longer than six (6) hours under 

Rule 104.  

You must not set or leave a commercial gillnet in State waters between one hour after sunset 

and one hour before sunrise unless you are attending your gillnets while they are set. More 

information on soak times and setting of gillnets can be found in Rule 104.  

Specific rules relating to endorsements to use gillnet in in Shark Refuge Areas can be found 

under Endorsements.   

Areas where commercial fishing is not permitted 

Under Rule 38, commercial scalefish fishing is not permitted in the following waters: 

1. Georges Bay 

2. D’Entrecasteaux Channel 

3. Ansons Bay 

Additionally, only holders of an endorsement for the following waters can fish for commercial 

purposes in the following waters: 

1. River Derwent 

2. Macquarie Harbour 

3. Port Sorell. 

 

Assessment and Research 

Fishery assessment  

Each year the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) assesses the stock status of 

key scalefish species using data from catch and effort data. Analyses are conducted at a 

regional level, with five broad assessment regions used for species unless otherwise noted:   

 

(a) South-East coast (SEC) 

(b) East coast (EC) 

https://fishing.tas.gov.au/recreational-fishing/rules/area-restrictions/net-and-line-restrictions
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/recreational-fishing/rules/area-restrictions/net-and-line-restrictions
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS104@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS104@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS38@EN
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(c) North-East coast (NEC) 

(d) North-West coast (NWC)  

(e) West coast (WC). 

 

 

Figure 5: A map of Tasmania with the fishing blocks and assessment regions for the Scalefish Fishery.  

SEC = South-East coast, EC = East coast, NEC = North-East coast, NWC = North-West coast and WC = West 

coast. Different regional boundaries are used for assessing calamari. Please refer to the IMAS assessment 

report. 
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Each year IMAS publishes the Tasmanian Scalefish Fishery Assessment Report. These are 

available online via the IMAS website. Information is also updated on the Tasmanian Wild 

Fisheries Assessments website.  

Management arrangements may change in response to concerning trends in a species’ stock 

status. It is the responsibility of NRE Tas to develop and implement appropriate management 

measures to support sustainable fisheries.  

Research needs relevant to the Scalefish Fishery can be funded through the existing 

Sustainable Marine Research Collaboration Agreement (SMRCA). The SMRCA is a 

partnership between the Tasmanian Government, the University of Tasmania (UTAS) and 

IMAS. Research can also be funded external processes such as the Tasmanian Research 

Advisory Committee (TASRAC) and the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 

(FRDC).  

Current FRDC funded research relevant to the Scalefish Fishery: 

• Quantifying Banded Morwong, Bluethroat Wrasse and Purple Wrasse abundance and 

movements to sustain key fisheries in Tasmania - postgraduate (FRDC 2022-009). 

• Developing a cost-effective and novel scalefish fisheries monitoring program to inform 

fisheries management in Tasmania (2023-002).  

• Research to support the development of a Tasmanian Sardine Fishery (FRDC 2023-

005). 

Projects awaiting funding in 2025 through the FRDC relevant to the Scalefish Fishery:  

• Data and modelling to better understand environmental and fishery impacts on 

Southern Calamari stocks in Tasmania to support management decisions.  

• Asssessment of regional population dynamics of southern garfish (Hyporhamphus 

melanochir) to inform stock status and spatial management in Tasmania.  

Developing a cost-effective and novel scalefish fisheries 

monitoring program to inform fisheries management in 

Tasmania. 

Monitoring scalefish fisheries in Tasmania requires innovative data collection programs to 

ensure robust stock assessments and sustainable management. Accurate fish length data is 

key to providing critical insights into stock structure and health. 

IMAS are exploring a range of methods to collect fish length data for a wide variety of priority 

scalefish species. These include fishery-independent tools like stereo-video Baited Remote 

Underwater Video (BRUVs) and Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) surveys, as well as 

fishery-dependent methods such as electronic measuring boards used onboard commercial 

fishing vessels.  

https://www.utas.edu.au/imas/research/fisheries-and-aquaculture/reports-and-resources
https://tasfisheriesresearch.org/
https://tasfisheriesresearch.org/
https://www.frdc.com.au/project/2022-009
https://www.frdc.com.au/project/2023-002
https://www.frdc.com.au/project/2023-005
https://www.frdc.com.au/project/2023-005
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These methods will be integrated into length-based stock assessments, a vital approach for 

evaluating stock status in data-poor fisheries. To make ongoing and annual monitoring more 

efficient and cost-effective, IMAS are investigating the use of artificial intelligence (AI) and 

machine learning (ML) to automate data analysis, reduce manual effort and boost accuracy 

and consistency.   

Fish Frames Collection Program 

IMAS collect fish heads and frames for biological analysis to increase information on striped 

trumpeter, King George whiting, sand flathead, yellowtail kingfish, snapper, bastard trumpeter, 

southern garfish and blue warehou.  

The frames are used to assess the age and length of the fish, and the sex, maturity and 

breeding conditions if the organs are attached.  

To keep up to date on what is happening with this program you can follow them online at: 

Tassie Fish Frame Collection Program  

https://www.facebook.com/TassieFishFrameCollectionProgram
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Scalefish Licences 
The Tasmanian Scalefish Fishery is a multi-gear and multi-species fishery with a number of 

licences allowing access to specific species or gear.  

Gear licences 

Gear or “apparatus” licences allow the holder to use certain types of 

fishing gear when commercially harvesting scalefish.  

Table 2: Types of fishing licences that allow specific types of fishing gear to be 

used in the Tasmanian Scalefish Fishery. Including total number renewed - 

expiry 28 February 2025.  

If you do not hold a specific gear licence then you cannot use that type of fishing 

gear. Total number of licences as of 28 February 2025.  

Licence Gear Limits Total No. 

Fishing licence (scalefish 

A) 

Rules 40 and 42 

1,000 metres of gillnet 

200 hooks 

2 fish traps 

squid jigs, landing nets, hand-held dipnets and 

spears. 

Up to 4 automatic squid jigging machines and fish 

attraction lamps with total power rating of up to 2,000 

watts. 

62 

Fishing licence (scalefish 

B) 

Rules 41 and 42 

500 metres of gillnet 

200 hooks 

2 fish traps 

squid jigs, landing nets, hand-held dipnets and 

spears. 

Up to 4 automatic squid jigging machines and fish 

attraction lamps with total power rating of up to 2,000 

watts. 

144 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS40@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS42@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS41@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS42@EN
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Licence Gear Limits Total No. 

Fishing licence (scalefish 

C) 

Rule 43 

This is a non-transferable 

licence. 

150 metres of gillnet; or 

200 hooks; or 

1 fish trap; and 

5 squid jigs, landing nets and 1 hand-held dipnet. 

If holder of a fishing licence (scalefish C) and a fishing 

licence (wrasse) 

2 fish traps, and 

No more than 10 hooks, if traps are being used. 

36 

Fishing licence (rock 

lobster) 

Rule 44  

150 metres of gillnet 

200 hooks (used as 2 droplines, 1 longline or trolling) 

2 fish traps 

5 squid jigs, landing nets and 2 hand-held dipnets. 

311 

Fishing licence (purse 

seine net) 

Rule 46 and 44A 

There is one licence of this 

type that is not 

transferable. 

Purse seine net or lampara net with max headline 

length of 600 metres. 

9 

Fishing licence (beach 

seine A) 

Rule 47(1) and 44A 

A beach seine net with a maximum headline length of 

600 metres. 

24 

Fishing licence (beach 

seine B) 

Rule 47(2) and 44A 

A beach seine net with a maximum headline length of 

150 metres. 

23 

Fishing licence (small 

mesh gillnet) 

Rule 45 and 44A 

Max length for each small mesh gillnet is 200 metres. 

Up to 600 metres of small mesh gillnet in total. 

10 

Fishing licence (Danish 

seine) 

Rules 98 and 99 

This is a non-transferable 

licence. 

Must not possess more Danish seine nets than the 

number specified in the licence or use more than one 

Danish seine net at a time. 

6 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS43@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS44@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS46@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS44A@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS47@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS44A@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS47@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS44A@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS45@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS44A@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD9@Hd3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD9@Hd3@EN
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Licence Gear Limits Total No. 

Fishing licence (Limited 

Danish seine) 

Rules 100, 101 and 102 

This is a non-transferable 

licence. 

Must not possess more Danish seine nets than the 

number specified in the licence or use more than one 

Danish seine net at a time. 

1 

Species licences 

There are three species licences which must be used in conjunction with a gear licence, such 

as fishing licence (scalefish A), fishing licence (scalefish B), fishing licence (scalefish C) or 

fishing licence (rock lobster) as outlined in Table 4. All the licences listed in Table 5 are 

transferable. 

Table 3: Types of fishing licences, that allow specific fish species to be targeted 

with no catch limits (noting banded morwong is the exception as it is a quota 

fishery) in the Tasmanian Scalefish Fishery.  Including total number renewed - 

expiry 28 February 2025.  

These species licences must be used in conjunction with the relevant gear 

licence. Total number of licences as of 28 February 2025. 

Licence Type Limits 
Total 

No. 

Fishing licence (banded morwong) 

(Part 3, Division 5) 

Catch inside TAC area limited by quota.  

No limit on catch taken outside TAC area. 

26 

Fishing licence (wrasse) 

Rule 87 

No limit on catch. Allows holder to sell live wrasse. 

You cannot sell live wrasse if NOT the holder of this 

licence type. 

A trip limit of 30 kilograms of wrasse applies if not 

the holder of fishing licence (wrasse) or fishing 

licence (rock lobster) 

61 

Fishing licence (southern calamari) 

Rule 86 

No limit on catch taken in south east waters. 

Calamari licence holder cannot possess southern 

calamari in waters outside south east waters. 

17 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD9@Hd3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD9@Hd3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD9@Hd3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD5@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS87@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS86@EN
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Licence Type Limits 
Total 

No. 

Trip limits apply for non-licence holders in SE 

waters. 

Species and gear licences 

There are three licence types that allow the unlimited take of specific 

species using certain fishing gear. All the licences listed in Table 6 are 

transferable. 

Table 4:  Types of fishing licences, that allow certain types of fish species to be 

targeted (with no catch limits) using specific gear in the Tasmanian Scalefish 

Fishery.  Including total number renewed—expiry 28 February 2025.  

These species licences do not need to be used in conjunction with a gear licence 

that allows the use of the same type of fishing gear. Total number of licences as 

of 28 February 2025.  

Licence Type Limits 
Total 

No. 

Fishing licence (automatic squid jig) 

Rule 48 

Can take and possess Gould’s squid only. Can use 

automatic squid jigging machines, squid lines and 

fish attraction lamps. 

17 

Fishing licence (Australian salmon) 

Division 4 – Australian salmon 

Can use beach seine and purse seine nets with a 

maximum headline length of 600 metres and a 

minimum mesh size of 30 millimetres to take 

Australian salmon. 

7 

Fishing licence (octopus) 

Rule 78 

Can use up to 10,000 unbaited octopus pots (no 

doors permitted). 

Can take unlimited amounts of pale octopus 

(Octopus pallidus), gloomy octopus (O. tetricus) and 

Māori octopus (M. maorum). 

Is restricted to fishing on the north coast of 

Tasmania—in waters north of Cape Grim in the west 

and Cape Naturaliste in the east. 

2 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS48@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD4@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS78@EN
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Fishing licence (personal) 

A person must also hold a fishing licence (personal) to take fish for commercial purposes. All 

commercial fishers (i.e., the supervisor or skipper) of a licensed fishing vessel or any person 

intending to sell fish caught from a licensed commercial fishing vessel must hold an active 

fishing licence (personal) prior to going fishing. Refer to Rule 6 and Rule 7 of the Fisheries 

Rules 2019.  

A fishing licence (personal) expires on 31 August annually. This is a non-transferable licence. 

The application form for a fishing licence (personal) is available for download at: 

www.fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial fishing licensing forms  

Fishing licence (vessel) 

A fishing licence (vessel) is the licence that all scalefish licence types are attached to, which 

then forms a “licence package”. A fishing licence (vessel) is valid from 1 March to end of 

following February each year, consistent with gear and species licences. A fishing licence 

(vessel) is a transferable licence and there are four vessel length categories:  

• less than 6 metres 

• less than 10 metres 

• less than 20 metres 

• Unlimited. 

Refer to Division 3 of the Fisheries Rules 2019 for the specific legislation relating to fishing 

vessels. 

Table 5:  Summary of the attributes of a fishing licence (vessel) and total number 

renewed—expiry 28 February 2026 as of 17 April 2025.  

Licence Type Limits No. 

Fishing licence (vessel) Only the vessel specified in the licence can be used to operate 

the fishing licences attached to the fishing licence (vessel). 

These licences are transferable. 

617 

Licence renewals  

The licensing period begins on 1 March each year and ends on the last day of February the 

following year for all scalefish licences and fishing licences (vessel). Fishing licences 

(personal) expire on 31 August each year.  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#GS6@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#GS7@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences/commercial-licensing-forms
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#HP2@HD3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067


 

Page 29 of 70 
Operational Guide for the Commercial Scalefish Fishery | 2025 Edition  

You must renew your fishing licence(s) within 12 months of expiry, otherwise the 

licence(s) will automatically be surrendered.  

Renewal forms are automatically generated by the Licensing team and these are sent to 

licence holders for completion and submission with the applicable fees by the renewal due 

date.  

There is a set schedule of fees which applies for each licence type. The fees are expressed in 

‘fee units’. The number of fee units charged per licence does not change from year to year, but 

the value of a fee unit may increase.  

In the 2024-25 financial year, the fee unit value is $1.87, and the fee schedule is as shown 

below:  

Schedule of fees 

Licence Type Fee Type Number of Fee Units Fee Charged 

Personal Renewal Fee 

SIT  

FRDC 

90 $168.30 

$523.60 

$10.00 

Vessel Renewal Fee 300  $561.00 

Scalefish A Renewal Fee 340 $635.80 

Scalefish B Renewal Fee 210 $392.70 

Scalefish C Renewal Fee 140 $261.80  

Wrasse Renewal Fee 210 $392.70 

Octopus Renewal Fee 4 750 $8,882.50 

Beach seine A  Renewal Fee 340 $635.80 

Beach seine B Renewal Fee 210 $392.70 

Danish seine and 

Limited Danish 

seine 

Renewal Fee 200 $374.00 

Australian salmon Renewal Fee 680 $1,271.60 

Purse seine net Renewal Fee 340 $635.80 
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Small mesh gillnet Renewal Fee 210 $392.70 

Automatic squid jig Renewal Fee 500 $935.00 

Southern calamari Renewal Fee 510 $953.70 

Mackerel A Renewal Fee 50 $93.50 

Mackerel B Renewal Fee 660 $1,234.20 

Acquire, transfer or surrender a licence  

Fishing licences relevant to the Scalefish Fishery are generally transferable, with some notable 

exceptions such as fishing licence (Danish seine) and fishing licence (scalefish C). 

‘Limited’ licence types have a fixed number of licences available under the Rules, and these 

can be transferred between persons upon agreement and by jointly applying for a licence 

transfer. The endorsements are not transferred with the licence, and the new licence holder 

will usually need to apply for these separately.  

‘Unlimited’ licence types cannot be transferred, but they may be applied for at any time.  

Any licence may be voluntarily surrendered at no cost upon submission of a licence surrender 

form. Licences expire automatically if they are not renewed within 12 months of expiry.  

Licensing information, including application and transfer forms, can be accessed at: 

www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms or by calling the Fisheries Licensing Team. 

Licence splitting 

A Ministerial Guideline on licence transfers is in place to assist decision-making on fishing 

licence splitting and licence transfer applications. It aims to allow some rationalisation in 

fishing operations while limiting the potential for increasing effort in a fishery.  

The Ministerial Guideline is available on online at: www.fishing.tas.gov.au/licence transfer 

Permit activities 

Permits allow people to undertake actions that would otherwise contravene a provision of the 

Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 (the Act).  

The Act sets out the purposes for which permits can be issued, including for scientific 

research, the promotion of fishing or fish products, the development of fisheries, the 

development of fishing technology, educational and community awareness programs, fish 

http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/Documents/MGLicenceTranfers.pdf
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stock depletion or enhancement, Aboriginal cultural and ceremonial activities, law enforcement 

or environmental monitoring amongst others.  

Many factors are considered when assessing permits including legislative requirements, 

resource sustainability, environmental interactions, and the costs and benefits to all extractive 

and non-extractive users of Tasmanian marine resources. 

Permits are valid for a maximum of 12 months and any access given under a permit is not 

guaranteed. Permits should not be used to establish a business or a long-term fishing 

operation. The permit holder should be cautious about making any investment into such an 

operation based on access provided under a permit. Information on permits is available online 

at: www.fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial fisheries permits.  

 

Endorsements 

Scalefish endorsements are attached to individual fishing licences to 

allow commercial fishing in certain areas and/or with certain gear types 

that would otherwise be prohibited. Most endorsements are non-

transferable. Refer to Division 2 – Endorsements on licences for the 

legislation relating to endorsements.  

Non-transferable endorsements 

Most endorsements are non-transferable. These types of endorsements were introduced when 

commercial effort was being removed from specific areas of the fishery and allowed the 

holders who had historical reliance on these areas to continue their access until they exited 

the fishery. These endorsements are held on the operator’s fishing licence (personal)—except 

for Danish Seine which is held on the Danish seine licence (itself a non-transferable licence). 

Table 6: Type and total number of endorsements currently in existence and 

conditions of access for each endorsement type.  

Endorsement Type Endorsement Conditions 
Total 

No. 

Beach seine – Tamar When fishing under the authority of a fishing licence 

(beach seine A) or fishing licence (beach seine B) the 

holder of this fishing licence (personal) may use, in part of 

the River Tamar, as defined by the Fisheries (Scalefish) 

1 

https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fisheries/permits
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD2@EN
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Endorsement Type Endorsement Conditions 
Total 

No. 

Rules 2015, the amount of beach seine net authorised by 

that beach seine licence. 

Beach seine – NW Coast The holder of this fishing licence (personal) may use a 

maximum of 250 metres of beach seine net in total on the 

North West Coast, between North Point and Point Sorell. 

1 

Beach seine – NW Coast The holder of this fishing licence (personal), when fishing 

under the authority of a fishing licence (class scalefish), 

may use a beach seine net on the north west coast 

between North Point and Point Sorell. 

Pursuant to rule 62(1)(b) of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 

2015, the holder of this licence is permitted to carry or land 

more than 500 kg of Australian salmon when operating 

under the authority of his north coast beach seine 

endorsement up to a maximum of 12.5 tonnes in total 

weight in a licensing period being 1 September to 31 

August. Upon taking 12.5 tonnes during a licence period, 

this exemption will cease to have force and the holder of 

the licence will be limited to a maximum of 500 kg in 

accordance with rule 62(1). 

1 

Small mesh gillnet – Bass 

Strait 

The holder of this fishing licence (personal), when fishing 

under the authority of a fishing licence (class scalefish), 

may use in Bass Strait, between Cape Grim and Cape 

Naturaliste, a total of 600 metres of "small mesh" gillnets, 

however no single net may be longer than 200 metres. 

2 

Unattended north coast night 

netting 

The holder of this licence is endorsed, for the purpose of 

Rule 104 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015 — when 

operating under the authority of a fishing licence (class 

scalefish) — to set and leave gillnets unattended at any 

time, in the waters of the north coast of Tasmania in the 

area bounded in the west by a line of latitude through 

Cape Grim and in the east by a line of latitude through 

Cape Naturaliste. 

6 

Gillnet – Frederick Henry & 

Norfolk Bays 

The holder of this fishing licence (personal), when fishing 

under the authority of a fishing licence (class scalefish), 

may use in the combined Frederick Henry Bay / Norfolk 

Bay Shark Refuge Area, a total of 800 metres of “graball” 

gillnets — each net no longer than 200 metres. 

6 
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Endorsement Type Endorsement Conditions 
Total 

No. 

Gillnet – Mercury Passage The holder of this fishing licence (personal), when fishing 

under the authority of a fishing licence (class scalefish), 

may use in the Mercury Passage Shark Refuge Area, a 

total of 800 metres of “graball” gillnets—each net no longer 

than 200 metres. 

4 

Gillnet – Tamar The holder of this fishing licence (personal), when fishing 

under the authority of a fishing licence (class scalefish), 

may use in the Tamar River Shark Refuge Area, a total of 

800 metres of “graball” gillnets—each net no longer than 

200 metres. 

A total of 600 metres of “small mesh” gillnets—each net no 

longer than 200 metres, however, the total combined 

length of all nets used must not exceed 800 metres. 

2 

Gillnet – Port Sorell The holder of this fishing licence (personal), when fishing 

under the authority of a fishing licence (class scalefish), 

may use in the Port Sorell Shark Refuge Area, a total of 

300 metres of “graball” gillnets—each net no longer than 

100 metres and a total of 200 metres of “special small 

mesh” gillnets—each net no longer than 100 metres. 

2 

Danish seine – whiting 

codend in Derwent 

The holder of this 

endorsement is permitted to 

fish the waters of the River 

Derwent, Frederick Henry 

Bay on weekdays only. 

The holder of this licence is endorsed to carry two Danish 

seine nets and use one Danish seine net with a whiting 

codend attached in the waters of the River Derwent and 

Frederick Henry Bay. This endorsement is issued in 

accordance with Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015 Rules 

98 and 99. 

The holder of this licence may carry two (2) Danish seine 

nets and use one Danish seine net with a whiting codend 

attached in the following State waters: 

(i) In the River Derwent, downstream of an imaginary 

straight line from the southern end of Glenvar Beach to the 

Blowhole near the northern end of Blackmans Bay Beach; 

and 

(ii) In the River Derwent, within the 1nm Danish seine 

exclusion zone on the Eastern Shore, bounded in the East 

by an imaginary straight line running due north from 

43°01.500 S 147°23.296 E, in the south bounded in by an 

imaginary straight line running due west from 43°01.500 S 

147°23.296 and in the North bounded by an imaginary 

straight line running from the southern end of Glenvar 

1 



 

Page 34 of 70 
Operational Guide for the Commercial Scalefish Fishery | 2025 Edition  

Endorsement Type Endorsement Conditions 
Total 

No. 

Beach to the Blowhole near the northern end of 

Blackmans Bay Beach; and 

(iii) In Frederick Henry Bay, south of imaginary straight 

lines from Cape Deslacs to the southern end of Sloping 

Island and from the southern end of Sloping Island to 

Black Jack Point. 

Dipnet – Tamar  The holder of this fishing licence (personal), when fishing 

under the authority of a fishing licence (class scalefish), 

may use the number of dipnets specified below on and 

from the fishing vessel specified in the fishing licence 

(class scalefish), to take garfish and calamari in the River 

Tamar downstream of an imaginary straight line from Point 

Rapid to Sheeptail Point. If two or less people are on the 

fishing vessel, then no more than two dipnets may be 

used. If more than two people are on the fishing vessel, 

then no more than two dipnets may be carried or used. 

The use of a dinghy as authorised by rule 114 of the 

Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015, is not permitted when 

fishing under the authority of this endorsement.  

This endorsement may be subject to alteration or 

revocation through formal planning processes including 

but not limited to:  

(a) any statutory changes made under the Living Marine 

Resources Management Act 1995, including Fishery 

Management Plans and Marine Protected Area 

Management Plans; or  

(b) any implementation of management arrangements 

under National Parks and Reserves Management Act 

2002 for any marine protected area declared under the 

Nature Conservation Act 2002 that is within the endorsed 

fishing area. 

Unless subject to any of the above, this endorsement 

continues in force whilst this fishing licence (personal) is 

renewed annually until 31 August 2025, unless earlier 

revoked, altered or surrendered. 

4 

Transferable endorsements 

Only one type of transferable endorsement is available in the Scalefish Fishery, the 

“Macquarie Harbour” endorsement. This endorsement allows the holder to commercially fish 
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for scalefish in Macquarie Harbour. There are only two of these endorsements available and 

they are attached to either a fishing licence (scalefish A) or fishing licence (scalefish B). 

Macquarie Harbour endorsed fishers must not set or leave a gillnet in Macquarie Harbour 

Internal Waters (see Schedule 2) or for a continuous period of more than 2 hours between one 

hour after sunrise and one hour before sunset on any day. Endorsed fishers can set gillnets 

from one hour before sunset to one hour after sunrise (see Rule 104(4)). A closed season for 

commercial gillnetting in Macquarie Harbour is set from 15 November to 14 April inclusive 

each year (see Rule 104(5)). 

Other scalefish endorsements 

Any fisher using a fish cauf or holding tank is required to keep detailed written records—

suitable for inspection at any time—of the exact number of fish added to or removed from the 

holding facility each time fish are added or removed. 

For a licence to be endorsed for the use of an unattended fish cauf or holding tank an 

application must be completed and lodged with the Fisheries Compliance and Licensing 

Branch of the NRE Tas. Forms are available for download at: www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms or 

by contacting the Fisheries Compliance and Licensing on (03) 6165 3000.  

Use of fish caufs 

If you are using a fish cauf to hold fish, such as wrasse, any fish cauf you will need to apply 

for an endorsement. Once approved, this endorsement will be specified on the relevant fishing 

licence (class scalefish), stating the location of the cauf as well as any restrictions relating to 

its use. It is an offence to use a fish cauf if you do not hold an endorsement to do so. Refer to  

Rule 118 for the relevant legislation. 

•  Fish caufs 

A cauf is for when you want to store your fish at the end of one or more fishing trips until 

you have enough to transfer to a processor, receiver or their agent.  

You will need to keep detailed records including the date and how many fish you put in 

or take out of this cauf—in addition to completing your catch and effort logbook at the 

end of each trip in accordance with the instructions. 

You will require an endorsement on your fishing licence (class scalefish) to use a fish 

cauf—nominating the exact location (the latitude/longitude position) of where you intend 

to use this type of cauf. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS2@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS104@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS104@EN
http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS118@EN
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Holding tanks 

A holding tank is used to hold live fish on land or on a pier, jetty or other artificial extension of 

land. You must hold an endorsement on your fishing licence (class scalefish) nominating the 

location of the holding tank. You must also comply with your local council regulations—if any. 

Refer to Rule 119 for the relevant legislation. 

 

Fishing Gear 
There are many types of fishing gear used in the Tasmanian Scalefish Fishery. Some of these 

gear types must only be used when operating under specific licence types, such as seine nets, 

small mesh gillnets, octopus pots and Danish seine. 

Gillnets 

A gillnet, also known as a set net, means one of the following nets that is set vertically in the 

water, so that fish swimming into it are entangled or “gilled” in the mesh: 

• graball net (a commercial and recreational net that can be used Statewide) 

• mullet net (a type of recreational net similar to a small mesh gillnet) 

• shark net (used by the Commonwealth school and gummy shark fishery operating in 

Tasmanian State [coastal] waters) 

• small-mesh gillnet (a commercial net that can only be used on the north coast) 

• special small-mesh gillnet (a commercial net that can only be used on the north coast if 

the holder has an endorsement to use this type of net). 

The type of gillnet you can use depends on the type of licence you have. A gillnet/graball net 

can be used by holders of a fishing licence (scalefish A), (scalefish B), (scalefish C) and 

fishing licence (rock lobster). The way you use your gillnet depends on what you are targeting. 

Banded morwong fishers use a larger mesh size and hang the mesh loosely so that banded 

morwong are entangled in the net and the fish remain alive. When the gillnet is hung taut then 

the fish are more likely to be gilled. Gillnets can be bottom set or set just under the surface, 

depending on the depth you are fishing and what species is being targeted. 

Rule 23 describes specifications for weighting nets. All gillnets must be weighted at each end 

with a weight that (i) is made of metal, concrete or a similar material; and (ii) weighs at least 2 

kilograms; and (iii) is securely tied to the bottom line of the net. If the gillnet is weighted at one 

end only, then the weight must have the same specifications as above but must weigh at least 

4 kilograms. 

Alternatively, when dry, the gillnet must weigh at least 13 kilograms for each 50 metres of its 

length—i.e., a 100 metre net would need to weigh 26 kilograms when dry, a 200 metre gillnet 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS119@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS23@EN
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would need to weigh 52 kilograms when dry and a 500 metre gillnet would need to weigh 130 

kilograms when dry. 

The holder of a fishing licence (scalefish A) or (scalefish B) is permitted to use a gillnet that 

has a net depth of more than 50 meshes under Rule 105. However, if you do so then you 

must not possess or use this type of net at the same time as possessing or using more than 

half the amount of commercial gillnet authorised under the licence. That is, a net length of not 

more than 500 metres for the holder of a (scalefish A) licence or 250 metres for the holder of a 

(scalefish B) licence.  

You must not set or leave a commercial gillnet in State waters between one hour after sunset 

and one hour before sunrise unless you are attending your gillnets while they are set. The 

exception is for holders of an unattended north coast night netting endorsement. 

Rule 104 prescribes rules for the setting of gillnets and soak times. You must not set or leave 

a commercial gillnet in State waters longer than six (6) hours as described in Rule 104. The 

exception is for holders of a scalefish licence that are endorsed to fish in Macquarie Harbour. 

Rules for Macquarie Harbour endorsed fishers are at Non-transferable endorsements. If you 

are endorsed to use a gillnet in a Shark Refuge Area then you must not set or leave your 

gillnet in the Shark Refuge Area for longer than six (6) hours and all shark (excluding 

elephantfish) must be released as per Rule 15.  

Graball nets 

A graball net is defined as a single-mesh net that – 

• has a weighted bottom line; and 

• is intended to be set with its bottom line on the seabed or riverbed; and 

• has a mesh size of not less than 105 millimetres and not more than 140 millimetres. 

Shark nets 

A shark net is a single-mesh net with a mesh size of not less than150 millimetres and not 

more than 165 millimetres. It can only be used in Tasmanian coastal waters by a fisher 

operating in the Commonwealth Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery holding 

the appropriate permit. More information on shark nets can be found in Rule 106 and Rule 3 

for the gear definition.  

Small-mesh gillnet  

A small-mesh gillnet is a single-mesh net that – 

• has a weighted bottom line; and 

• is intended to be set with its bottom line on the seabed or riverbed; and 

• has a mesh size of not less than 75 millimetres and not more than 100 millimetres. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS105@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS104@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS104@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS38@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS15@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS106@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS3@EN
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It can only be used in waters north of Cape Grim on the west coast and Cape Naturaliste on 

the east coast. The main target species is snook.  

A small mesh gillnet can only be used by the holder of a fishing licence (small mesh gillnet) 

or the holder of a fishing licence (personal) that is endorsed for the use of a small mesh gillnet 

in addition to a scalefish licence. Refer to Rule 45 and Rule 103 for legislation relevant to small 

mesh gillnet. 

A special small-mesh gillnet has a mesh size of not less than 70 millimetres and not more 

than 100 millimetres. A special small-mesh gillnet can only be used by the holder of a fishing 

licence (personal) that is endorsed for the use of special small-mesh gillnet.  

Dipnet 

A dipnet is a handheld net on the end of a long handle that is used to take scalefish. A dipnet 

is made of a mesh net—with a mesh size of more than 20 millimetres—that is held open by a 

frame, of which the longest length is no more than one metre.  

Dipnets have been used for many years and can be used for scooping fish near the surface of 

the water, such as garfish and southern calamari. When a hand net is used by a fisher to help 

land fish it is called a landing net. A landing net cannot be used to catch fish, only land fish. 

Dipnets can be used by holders of a fishing licence (scalefish A), (scalefish B), (scalefish C) 

and fishing licence (rock lobster). Dipnets are not permitted to be used in certain areas as 

described in Rule 28, unless otherwise endorsed to do so. 

Seine nets 

There are three types of seine net utilised in the Scalefish Fishery—a beach seine, a purse 

seine and a lampara net. The use of seine nets is linked to the relevant gear licence. A 

person who uses a seine net must empty the net of scalefish before the net is removed from 

the water and must not draw the net ashore while any fish remain in it as per Rule 25. 

Rule 27 and Rule 28 list the areas where a purse seine net or beach seine net must not be 

used. The rules relating to this gear are described in Subdivision 3 – Seine nets.  

Beach seine nets  

A beach seine net is an encircling net that – 

1. has a bag or bunt, including a panel that forms a bunt; and 

2. has a mesh size of not less than 30 millimetres; and 

3. is not pursed or drawn through rings into the shape of a bag; and 

4. is not designed to mesh fish. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS45@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS103@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS28@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS25@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS27@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS28@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP2@HD5@Hd3@EN
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The maximum headline length of the beach seine depends on licence type—up to 600 metres 

for a fishing licence (beach seine A) and up to 150 metres for a fishing licence (beach seine 

B).  

Only holders of a fishing licence (beach seine A), (beach seine B) and fishing licence 

(Australian salmon) are authorised to use a beach seine. The only exception is an 

endorsement on a fishing licence (personal), which authorises the holder to use a beach seine 

with a maximum headline length of 50 metres without a fishing vessel. 

Purse seine nets and lampara nets 

A purse seine net is an encircling net with a headline length of not more than 600 metres that 

is used from a fishing vessel and is pursed or drawn through rings into the shape of a bag.  

A lampara net is an encircling net with a headline length of not more than 600 metres that is 

used from a fishing vessel and is not pursed or drawn through rings into the shape of a bag. 

Only holders of a fishing licence (purse seine net) and fishing licence (Australian salmon) are 

authorised to use a purse seine net and only a holder of a fishing licence (purse seine net) is 

authorised to use a lampara net. Refer to Subdivision 3 – Seine Nets for legislation relevant to 

seine nets.  

Danish seine 

Danish seine nets can only be used by the holder of a class Danish seine licence. Danish 

seine fishing gear is very light and does not plough into the sea floor, but rather skips over the 

substrate, scaring and herding the fish into the net via the warps (ropes). Due to the light 

nature of the fishing gear, reefs are avoided by the operators.  

A Danish seine net is a bag like net that has a mouth that is open by warps (not trawl doors) 

and has a mesh size of not less than 70 millimetres. A whiting codend is a Danish seine 

codend that has a mesh size of not less than 42 millimetres calculated over a length of not 

more than 400 meshes. 

The gear is deployed with one end of a weighted rope (warp) attached to a Dhan pole and 

buoy. As the vessel sweeps in a large circle the warp is deployed sinking to the bottom, 

followed by the Danish seine net and another warp until the vessel returns to the Dhan pole 

and buoy. Once a full circle has been made the gear is towed for approximately 30 minutes 

until the warps come together and the vessel is steaming slowly to close the net. 

The towing operation then ceases, and the warps are winched back onto the vessel 

simultaneously with the net scooping up fish that have been herded into its path by the warps 

coming together on the bottom. The operation takes approximately 1 hour and 20 minutes. 

The main species targeted by this method are tiger flathead and school whiting. There is 

usually very little bycatch associated with this type of fishing. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP2@HD5@Hd3@EN
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Legislation relevant to Danish seine is located in Subdivision 3 – Danish seine nets. Further 

information on Danish seine operations is available online.  

Measurement of nets 

How to measure the length of a net is described in Rule 21: 

(a) is measured from the first point of attachment of the head rope to the mesh to the last 

point of attachment of the head rope to the mesh; and 

(b) excludes any rope attached between the net and any buoy or similar marker at, or near, 

the surface of the water. 

Mesh size, (Figure 7)  in relation to a net, means the average measurement of 10 adjoining 

meshes in the net, where each mesh is measured by– 

• holding the mesh taut; and 

• holding two diagonally opposite knots together so that they are touching each other; 

and 

• measuring the distance between the inside surface of the diagonally opposite knots of 

the mesh that are not touching each other. 

 

 

 

Figure 6: How to stretch the mesh to measure the mesh size. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD9@Hd3@EN
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fisheries/scalefish-fishery/danish-seine-fishery
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS21@EN
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Hooks 

In the scalefish rules a hook is described as a lure, a jig that is not a squid jig and a set of 

ganged hooks under Rule 3.  

Only holders of a fishing licence (scalefish A), (scalefish B), (scalefish C) and fishing licence 

(rock lobster) are authorised to use up to 200 hooks. These can be configured on handlines, 

rod and reel, commercial electric jigging reels, longlines, droplines and trotlines—noting 

holders of a fishing licence (rock lobster) are restricted on how they can configure their fishing 

gear. 

Hooks can be used as setlines, meaning a dropline or longline under Rule 3. A dropline is a 

line that is set vertically and a longline is a line that is set horizontally. Both must be weighted 

and buoyed (the longline at both ends, the dropline at one with the other attached to a line or 

buoy). Once set, neither is attached to a person or a vessel. Restrictions also apply on using 

setlines (longlines and droplines) in many rivers and sheltered waters, which are listed in Rule 

20. 

There are some situations where the number of hooks allowed to be used is limited, such as 

where the holder of a fishing licence (scalefish C) and a fishing licence (wrasse) is only 

permitted to use a maximum of 10 hooks if two fish traps are being used from that vessel. 

As per Rule 33, it is prohibited to use automatic hook-baiting and hook-setting apparatus in 

State waters. 

Squid jigs 

Squid jigs can be used when operating under a fishing licence (scalefish A), fishing licence 

(scalefish B), fishing licence (scalefish C) or a fishing licence (rock lobster). A maximum of five 

(5) squid jigs can be used at any one time when on a fishing trip. If you are using an auxiliary 

vessel then you cannot use squid jigs from the auxiliary vessel while you are using squid jigs 

from the main fishing vessel under Rule 115. 

Unless the holder of a seine licence also holds a fishing licence (southern calamari), then the 

holder must not possess or use squid jigs in south-east waters when a seine net is possessed 

or being used from that vessel under Rule 116. 

Automatic squid jigging machines 

Automatic squid jigging machines can only be used by the holder of a fishing licence 

(automatic squid jig) or a fishing licence (scalefish A) or (scalefish B), which are limited to 4 

automatic squid-jigging or manual squid-jigging machines. When using an automatic squid 

jigging machine you are only allowed to take and possess Gould’s squid. Refer to Rule 42 and 

Rule 48 for the relevant legislation. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS20@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS20@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS33@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS115@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS116@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS42@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS48@EN
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Squid jigging vessels have overhead lights that illuminate the water and attract squid which 

then gather in the shaded area under the boat. The squid are caught using barbless lures on 

monofilament fishing lines, which are jigged up and down in the water by machines. The jigs 

used are cylindrically in shape and spaced approximately one metre apart. Instead of normal 

fishing hooks, each jig contains multiple tiers of closely spaced spikes, which face towards the 

top of the jig. When squid try to attack the jig, they become tangled around the vertically facing 

spikes. 

Each jigging machine has a roller, which extends out from the side of the boat, allowing the 

line to be lowered into the water column away from the edge of the boat and be jigged up and 

down without causing abrasion to the line. Barbless lures are used so that, as lures are 

recovered over the end rollers, squid fall off into the boat. This assists in reducing the handling 

time required to individually remove squid from the lures. There is also a manually operated 

squid jigging machine which operates in a similar way to an automatic squid jigging machine 

except that is it not electronically controlled.  

Spears 

A spear is a spear gun or any other apparatus with a pointed end that is used to take fish. 

Only holders of a fishing licence (scalefish A) and a fishing licence (scalefish B) are authorised 

to use spears. 

Spears must not be used to take bream or boarfish under Rule 30 and cannot be used for 

commercial purposes in the Mersey River, the Leven River or the Inglis River under Rule 29.  

Fish trap 

In Tasmania, fish traps are generally used to target wrasse and leatherjackets, although the 

use of this gear has declined in recent years. A fish trap is a trap that – 

a) is not more than two metres in width, by one metre in depth and by two metres in 

length; and 

b) has a mesh size of more than 25 millimetres; and 

c)   may have more than one chamber; and 

d) has only one chamber with an entrance, or entrances, that — 

i. allow fish into the trap; and 

ii. measure no more than 250 millimetres across the longest dimension of each 

entrance. 

Fish traps can be used by holders of a fishing licence (scalefish A), (scalefish B), (scalefish C) 

and fishing licence (rock lobster). Rule 142 refers to what species must not be used as bait in 

a fish trap, unless in the form of heads and frames. Rule 32 refers to the areas where a fish 

trap must not be used. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS30@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS29@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS142@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS32@EN
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Octopus pots 

Only holders of a fishing licence (octopus) are authorised to use octopus pots. An octopus 

pot is a container that is used by octopus as a shelter and is not more than 5 litres in volume. 

Doors, flaps or any other device that would restrict an octopus from escaping from the octopus 

pot are not permitted in Tasmanian waters. Legislation relating to fishing for octopus can be 

found in Division 6 – Octopus. 

Landing nets 

A landing net is a handheld net used to land fish. The net is attached to a frame so that the 

maximum length across the net is not more than 600 millimetres. A landing net can only be 

used to “land” fish and must not be used to target and catch fish. Refer to Rule 117 for the 

relevant legislation and Rule 3 for the gear definition. 

Marker buoys 

Marker buoys must be used for all passive fishing gear—i.e., the fishing gear is set and left—

such as gillnets, fish traps, octopus longlines, set lines and fish caufs. The distinguishing mark 

of the fishing vessel should be written/painted on to the main buoy attached to the fishing 

gear. 

If you are using a fish trap, then you must also mark a buoy with the letters “FT”. You must 

attach this buoy to the hauling line of that fish trap within one metre of the main marker buoy. 

You must also mark your gillnet at one end by a red, orange or pink buoy in addition to the 

white marker buoy—this does not apply to holders of a fishing licence (banded morwong) 

operating under the authority of that licence as per Rule 72. This also applies if you are 

endorsed to use your gillnets in a Shark Refuge Area. This indicates that the gear in the water 

is commercial fishing gear. More information can be found in Rule 34, Rule 72, Rule 82, Rule 

95 and Rule 96. 

 

Species Limits 
Different species are managed using size limits or catch limits. Some apply as regional limits, 

some daily limits and some possession limits. Separate limits apply for holders of a fishing 

licence (rock lobster) and for holders of a Commonwealth authority operating under that 

authority. New limits were introduced for some species from 1 November 2023.  

The following tables summarise catch and size limits as per the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 

2015. Size limits are prescribed in Schedule 3 – Size limits and catch limits in Division 8 – 

Catch and bycatch limits and other rules.  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD6@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS117@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS3@EN
http://legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS72@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS34@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS72@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS82@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS95@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS95@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS96@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD8@EN


 

Page 44 of 70 
Operational Guide for the Commercial Scalefish Fishery | 2025 Edition  

A reminder that it is your responsibility to know the limits that apply to the species you 

catch. NRE Tas recommends that all fishers read the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015 in 

full before going fishing. 

Tasmanian managed species  

Table 7: Tasmanian managed species catch and minimum size limits for holders 
of a fishing licence (personal) and scalefish licence, as defined in the Fisheries 
(Scalefish) Rules 2015.  

Species Catch Limit 
Minimum 

Size Limit 

Rule 

No. 

Atlantic salmon  

(marine farm escapees) 

No limit and no restriction on sale. 

A Declaration of Restricted Area is in force for 

Macquarie Harbour together with all connected bays 

and estuaries. Certain conditions must be met for 

marine farmed species to be moved from this 

restricted area.  

N/A  

Australian anchovy  10 kilograms N/A 90(a) 

Australian salmon  

(holder of fishing 

licence (Australian 

salmon)) 

No limit for holders of a fishing licence (Australian 

salmon) 

200 mm  

Australian salmon  

(not holder of a fishing 

licence (Australian 

salmon))) 

500 kilograms per trip unless endorsed to take more. 200 mm 62 

Australian sardine 10 kilograms  N/A 90(b) 

Australian sprat 10 kilograms N/A 90(c) 

Bastard trumpeter 100 kilogram trip limit and possession limit in the 

eastern region  

200 kilogram trip limit and possession limit in the 

western region  

 

420 mm 88(5) 

Blue groper No take N/A 17 

Blue sprat 10 kilograms N/A 90(d) 

Blue warehou 300 kilogram daily limit for holders of a fishing 

licence (personal)  

250 mm 88(9) 

 

Boarfish 50 kilograms 450 mm 91 

Bream (marine waters) Not for commercial purposes — i.e., you can take, 

but not sell them. 

250 mm 18 

Flathead (sand) All state waters closed to commercial fishing for 

sand flathead by any method  

N/A 87A 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS90@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS62@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS90@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS90@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS17@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS90@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS91@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS18@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS87A@EN
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Species Catch Limit 
Minimum 

Size Limit 

Rule 

No. 

Flathead (other than 

bluespotted, southern 

sand, and rock 

flathead) 

No limit  320 mm  

Flathead (rock and 

bluespotted) 

No limit 400 mm  

Flounder (all species) No limit 250 mm  

Garfish 300 kilogram daily limit for holders of a fishing 

licence (personal)  

250 mm 88(6)  

Gould’s squid  No limit unless holder of fishing licence (scalefish C)  N/A 93 

Gould’s squid and 

Calamari (holder of 

fishing licence 

(scalefish C)) 

30 combined limit for Gould’s squid and southern 

calamari, unless also the holder of a seine licence, 

then no limit 

N/A 93 

Hardyhead 10 kilograms N/A 90(e) 

Inshore crab 25 fish  92 

Jackass morwong 300 kilogram daily limit for holders of a fishing 

licence (personal) 

250 mm 88(7) 

King gar 20 kilograms N/A 90(f) 

King George whiting No limit 350 mm  

Leatherjacket No limit 200 mm  

Mackerel (blue 

mackerel, Jack 

mackerels, redbait and 

yellowtail scad) 

No limit unless operating from a fishing vessel more 

than 20 metres in length, then limited to 100 

kilograms 

N/A 83 

Marblefish No take unless the holder of a fishing licence 

(banded morwong) 

N/A 84 

Mullet No limit 250 mm  

Octopus No limit for holders of octopus licence. 

100 kilograms for holders of fishing licence 

(personal) who are not the holder of an octopus 

licence. 

N/A 79 

Silver trevally No limit 200 mm  

Silver warehou No limit 200 mm  

Snapper Combined trip limit of 250 kilograms with yellowtail 

kingfish for holders of a fishing licence (personal). 

300 mm 88(4) 

Southern calamari  

(south east waters) 

No limit if calamari licence holder. 

If holder of a fishing licence (personal) but not the 

holder of a seine licence or Danish seine licence 

then the limit is 10 fish in a 24 hour period. 

N/A 86(1) 

86(4) 

Southern calamari  

(outside SE waters) 

No limit unless holder of a fishing licence (scalefish 

C), then limit is 30. However, limit of 30 does not 

apply if holder of FLC is also the holder of a fishing 

licence of class seine. 

N/A 86 

93 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS93@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS93@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS90@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS92@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS90@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS83@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS84@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS79@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS86@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS86@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS86@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS93@EN
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Species Catch Limit 
Minimum 

Size Limit 

Rule 

No. 

Striped trumpeter Trip limit of 150 kilograms in the eastern region 

Trip limit of 250 kilograms in the western region  

Statewide possession limit of 250 kilograms 

Head, frame and tail of striped trumpeter must be 

landed with fillets. 

550 mm 88(4) 

143 

Wrasse (licence holder) No limit. Can sell live. 300 mm 87 

Wrasse  

(not a wrasse or rock 

lobster licence holder) 

30 kilograms. Cannot sell live. 300 mm 87 

Yellowtail kingfish Combined trip limit of 250 kilograms (with snapper) 

for holders of a fishing licence (personal) 

450 mm 88(4) 

 

Commonwealth managed species  

The Commonwealth manages the species listed in Tables 7a and 7b. These take and 

possession limits apply to holders of a fishing licence (personal) who is not operating under a 

Commonwealth authority under Rule 88. No size limits apply to these species.  

Table 7a: List of take and possession limits for species managed by the 
Commonwealth for the holder of a fishing licence (personal), as defined in Rule 

88(1)(a) and (b) of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015.  

Limits for these species are for take and possession under Rule 88, and 
possession is not limited to State waters. 

Species Catch Limit 

Any species or type of scalefish covered under the 

Commonwealth Act, other than species listed in Rule 

88(1)(c) (listed in Table 7b), or the following amounts of 

scalefish:  

200 kilograms 

• Albacore tuna 

• Skipjack tuna 

• Longtail tuna 

• Rays Bream 

10 fish or 40 kilograms (species 

combined), whichever is the greater in 

weight 

• Bigeye tuna 

• Yellowfin tuna 2 fish 

• Hapuku 

• Bass 

• Bass groper 
50 kilograms 

• Blue-eye trevalla 50 kilograms 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS143@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS87@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS87@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
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• Blue grenadier 100 kilograms 

• Gemfish 50 kilograms 

• Redfish 50 kilograms 

The following species (Table 7b) are managed by the Commonwealth and are “no take” for 

holders of a fishing licence (personal) under Rule 88(1)(c).  

Table 7b: “No take” species managed by the Commonwealth for the holder of a 
fishing licence (personal), as defined in Rule 88(1)(c) of the Fisheries (Scalefish) 
Rules 2015.  

No Take Species No Take Species 

Billfish (Marlins & Swordfish) Ox-eye oreodory 

Black oreodory Smooth oreodory 

Deepwater flathead Southern bluefin tuna 

King dory Spiky oreodory 

Northern Bluefin tuna Warty oreodory 

Orange roughy Yelloweye redfish 

Limits specific to holders of a rock lobster licence 

Rock lobster licences are considered scalefish licences and allow access to scalefish fishing 

gear. As per Rule 62(3)(b) you cannot take scalefish if you have less than 15 rock lobster 

quota units specified on the licence. The scalefish gear component of your rock lobster licence 

only allows you to retain scalefish as defined in Schedule 1 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 

2015. You must not retain any rock lobster caught in any type of scalefish fishing gear, even if 

you are on a rock lobster fishing trip. Only rock lobster caught in a rock lobster pot can be 

retained by the holder of a fishing licence (rock lobster).  

The following tables summarise limits specific to a rock lobster licence. Please note that limits 

defined in Rule 89(2) are for take and possession.  

Table 8: Scalefish gear limits specific to holders of a fishing licence (rock lobster) 
as defined in Rule 89(1) of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015.  

Gear Type Limits 

Gillnet Total headline length not more than 150 metres 

Fish traps 2 only 

Trolling lines  

One of the 

following 

One demersal longline not more than 1,000 metres in length with not more than 200 

snoods and hooks are attached, or capable of being attached. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2022-067#GS62@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS1@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS89@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS89@EN
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Two droplines to which no more than 200 snoods and hooks are attached, or capable 

of being attached. 

Table 9: Species limits specific to holders of a fishing licence (rock lobster) as 
defined in Rule 89(2) of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015.  

Note: Holders of a fishing licence (rock lobster) are permitted to take scalefish 
utilising the scalefish gear component of their licence in Tasmanian State waters 
outside Tasmanian coastal waters—as is the case for the take of rock lobster.  

Limits for these species marked with * are for take and possession under Rule 
89, and possession is not limited to State waters. 

Species Catch Limit 
Minimum 

Size Limit 
Rule No. 

Albacore tuna* 

Skipjack tuna*  

Longtail tuna* 

Rays bream* 

A total 10 fish or 40 kilograms (species 

combined), whichever is greater in 

weight. 

N/A 89(2)(a)(i) 

Bastard trumpeter* 30 kilograms 420 mm TL 89(2)(a)(ii) 

Blue-eye trevalla* 100 kilograms N/A 89(2)(a)(iii) 

Blue warehou* 80 kilograms 250 mm TL 89(2)(a)(iv) 

Blue groper No take N/A 17 

Garfish* 20 kilograms 250 mm  89(2)(a)(vi) 

Gemfish* 50 kilograms N/A 89(2)(a)(vii) 

Australian salmon Must not land or unload more than 150 

kilograms.  

No limit if frozen and packed in boxes for 

bait and holder has a receipt for 

purchase of that Australian salmon 

200 mm TL 89(2)(c)(i) 

 

62(2) 

Flathead*  

(sand) 

All state waters closed to commercial 

fishing for sand flathead by any method. 

 87A 

Flathead (other than 

bluespotted and rock 

species) 20kg (all species combined) 

320 mm TL 

89(2)(a)(v) 

Flathead*  

(rock & bluespotted) 

400 mm TL 

Inshore crab* 50 kilograms N/A 89(2)(a)(viii) 

Jackass morwong* 40 kilograms 250 mm TL 89(2)(a)(ix) 

Mackerel (blue 

mackerel, Jack 

mackerels, redbait 

and yellowtail scad) 

No limit if using as bait for their rock 

lobster operation 

N/A 83 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS89@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS17@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS62@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS83@EN
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Species Catch Limit 
Minimum 

Size Limit 
Rule No. 

Marblefish No limit if using as bait for their rock 

lobster operation 

N/A 84 

Octopus 100 kilograms in State waters (trip limit) N/A 79 

Snapper 

Yellowtail kingfish 

Combined limit of 250 kilograms in State 

waters (trip limit) 

Head, frame and tail of striped trumpeter 

must be landed with fillets 

300 mm TL 

450 mm TL 

88(4) 

 

143 

Southern calamari 

(south east waters) 

10 fish in 24-hour period. 

No limit if also holder of a fishing licence 

(southern calamari). 

N/A 86(4) 

Southern calamari* 

(outside SE waters) 

15 fish N/A 89(2)(a)(xi) 

Striped trumpeter Trip limit of 150 kilograms in the eastern 

region 

Trip limit of 250 kilograms in the western 

region  

Possession limit of 250 kilograms 

Statewide 

Head, frame and tail of striped trumpeter 

must be landed with fillets. 

  

Wrasse* Must not land or unload more than 30 

kilograms unless also the holder of a 

fishing licence (wrasse). 

Cannot sell live wrasse unless also 

holder of a fishing licence (wrasse). 

No limit if being used for bait. 

300 mm TL 89(2)(c)(ii) 

 

 

87(1) 

 

87(3)(b) 

Table 10: List of “no take” species for holders of a fishing licence (rock lobster) 
as defined in Rule 89(2) of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015.  

Species Rule No. Species Rule No. 

Blue groper 17 Orange roughy 89(2)(b)(iv) 

Bigeye tuna 89(2)(b)(i) Southern Bluefin tuna 89(2)(b)(v) 

Billfish (marlins & swordfish) 89(2)(b)(ii) Yellowfin tuna 89(2)(b)(vi) 

Northern Bluefin tuna 89(2)(b)(iii) Yelloweye redfish 89(2)(b)(vii) 

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS84@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS79@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS88@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS143@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS86@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS87@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS87@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS89@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS17@EN
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Shark and Commonwealth Authorities 
Commercial fishing for school and gummy shark in Tasmanian State waters is managed by 

the Commonwealth Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) under the Southern 

and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. Under these arrangements, Tasmanian scalefish 

licence holders are bound to a trip limit of five (5) shark – all species combined. Regardless of 

the species, you can only take and possess a total of five (5) shark when on a fishing trip (a 

State waters limit) regardless of how many days your fishing trip goes for. The exception is 

elephantfish, where there is a trip limit of 100 kilograms per trip in State waters or five (5) 

elephantfish in a Shark Refuge Area. 

Shark finning  

Shark finning is prohibited in State waters. Under Rule 16 all shark must have their dorsal, 

pectoral and caudal fins attached, 

 

Size limit for school and gummy shark 

The minimum size limit for school and gummy shark is either:  

• whole 750 mm total length; or  

• head/tail off 450 mm total length. 

750 mm (total length) 

 
450 mm (head/tail off) 

https://www.afma.gov.au/fisheries/southern-and-eastern-scalefish-and-shark-fishery
https://www.afma.gov.au/fisheries/southern-and-eastern-scalefish-and-shark-fishery
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS16@EN
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When completing your catch details in your logbook, it is important to record the species 

name—for example “gummy shark”—the total kilograms retained and the form (for example 

“trunked”). You must also record the total number of shark retained on that trip. 

Examples of how to complete the Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Return is in 

Commercial catch, effort, and disposal returns. 

Limits specific to Commonwealth operators 

If you are a Commonwealth fisher operating under a Tasmanian Coastal Waters Permit 

(TCWP) catch limits apply to species other than school and gummy shark (Table 11). There 

are also species which are no take for Commonwealth licence holders (Table 12).  

A condition of your permit is to hold a Tasmanian licence that allows you to use the type of 

gear authorised by your permit, i.e., gillnets or hooks. Your TCWP only permits you to take 

school and gummy shark subject to the amount of Commonwealth quota you hold. 

Commonwealth quota held for any other species does not apply in State waters.  

If you possess or use more than 1,800 metres of shark net or 1,000 hooks then you must not 

be in possession of graball net (Rule 59).  

A condition of your TCWP is to hold a Tasmanian Scalefish licence. If you are on a 

Commonwealth shark trip you must record any bycatch taken (i.e,, not school and gummy 

shark) in the Tasmanian Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Record remembering to tick 

the “shark” box in the “Other Commercial Fishing” section in Part A. 

If you are the holder of a Commonwealth authority, but do not hold a Tasmanian Scalefish 

licence or you do hold a scalefish licence and possess or use more than 1,800 metres of shark 

net or 1,000 hooks the limits listed in Tables 11 and 12 apply. 

More information on the Commonwealth school and gummy shark fishery and your obligations 

in that fishery can be found in the Management Arrangements booklet for the Southern and 

Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery (SESSF) on the AFMA website.  

Table 11: Limits for holders of a Commonwealth authority, fishing in Tasmanian 
Coastal Waters. If you do not hold a scalefish licence or if you do hold a scalefish 
licence and are in possession or are using more than 1,000 hooks or 1,800 
metres of shark net.  

These limits are also described in the SESSF Management Arrangements 
booklet. These limits are under Rule 56 and 57.  

Species Catch Limit 

Any species other than those listed 

below or in Table 12.  

200 kilograms in total, noting that any catch of bastard 

trumpeter and bight redfish is included within this total. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD3@EN
https://www.afma.gov.au/commercial-fishers/management-arrangements/management-booklets
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD3@EN
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Snapper 

Yellowtail kingfish 

250 kilograms combined  

Striped trumpeter 150 kilograms 

Bastard trumpeter 20 kilograms 

Bight redfish 50 kilograms 

The species listed in Table 12 must not be taken or possessed when operating in Tasmanian 

Coastal Waters—as per Rule 56(2) and Rule 57(2) of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015.  

Table 12: List of species that holders of a Commonwealth authority operating in 
Tasmanian Coastal Waters are not permitted to take and possess.  

These limits are also described in the SESSF Management Arrangements 
booklet. These limits are under Rule 56 and 57.  

List of “no take or possess” species 

Australian anchovy Blue groper Luderick Southern sea garfish 

Australian salmon Blue sprat Magpie morwong Wrasse 

Australian sardine Bluespotted goatfish Mulloway Yelloweye mullet 

Australian sprat Dusky morwong Rock flathead Yellowfinned whiting 

Banded morwong King gar Sea sweep  

Black bream King George whiting Snook  

Table 13: No one is allowed to take or possess the following protected shark, 
skate, or ray species without a permit.  

Species Legislation Rule No. 

Great white shark Fisheries (General & Fees) Regulations 2016 15 

Basking shark Fisheries (General & Fees) Regulations 2016 15 

Grey nurse shark Fisheries (General & Fees) Regulations 2016 15 

Megamouth shark Fisheries (General & Fees) Regulations 2016 15 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS56@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS57@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2016-030#GS15@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2016-030#GS15@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2016-030#GS15@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2016-030#GS15@EN


 

Page 53 of 70 
Operational Guide for the Commercial Scalefish Fishery | 2025 Edition  

Species Legislation Rule No. 

Whale shark Fisheries (General & Fees) Regulations 2016 15 

Maugean skate 

(Listed as endangered 

under both Acts) 

Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 

 

Blue groper  Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015 17 

Taking or possessing skate in Macquarie Harbour  

It is now prohibited to take, or possess, any species of skate, ray, or stingray, including 

Maugean Skate (Zearaja maugeana) in Macquarie Harbour. Refer to Rule 14A of the Fisheries 

(Scalefish) Rules 2015. 

 

Closed Seasons  
Seasonal closures are in place for some species to protect their peak spawning period. These 

closures are described in Table 14.  

The closed seasons for banded morwong, east coast southern calamari and striped trumpeter 

are described in the legislation. Closures for garfish and north coast and south east coast 

calamari are made by Public Notice under Rule 11 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015.  

All seasonal closures for the commercial fishery are also available at: 

www.fishing.tas.gov.au/commerical fishing seasons.   

Table 14: Annual closed seasons for selected species of the Tasmanian 
Scalefish Fishery. 

Species Closure Details 

Banded morwong Closed to fishing Statewide from 1 March to 30 April inclusive each 

year. 

Southern 

calamari 

(east and south 

east coasts) 

South-East closure applies from Lemon Rock to Whale Head 

between 15 October and 14 November inclusive each year.  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2016-030#GS15@EN
https://nre.tas.gov.au/conservation/threatened-species-and-communities/lists-of-threatened-species/threatened-species-vertebrates
https://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=83504
https://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=83504
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS17@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS14A@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS14@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS12@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS12@EN
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-seasons
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-seasons
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Species Closure Details 

Southern 

calamari 

(north coast) 

North coast closure applies from Cape Grim to Cape Naturaliste 

between 1 September and 31 October inclusive.  

Garfish 

(southern waters) 

Closed to fishing from 15 November to 14 December inclusive. 

Southern waters are below a line following the north coast of 

Tasmania, joined and bounded in the west by a line of latitude 

through Cape Grim and in the east by a line of latitude through Cape 

Naturaliste. 

Garfish 

(northern waters) 

Closed to fishing from 15 January to 14 February inclusive. 

Northern waters are above a line following the north coast of 

Tasmania, joined and bounded in the west by a line of latitude 

through Cape Grim and in the east by a line of latitude through Cape 

Naturaliste. 

Striped trumpeter Closed to fishing Statewide from 1 September to 31 October 

inclusive each year. 

 

Commercial Catch, Effort, and 
Disposal Returns 
The Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal return book is to provide a daily record of fishing 

for scalefish. Your returns must be sent to NRE Tas within 48 hours of the end of each month, 

including ‘Nil Returns’. For example, all returns for May must be sent to NRE Tas by the 2 

June. Penalties apply if you do not follow the instructions in your return (Division 2 - Records 

of the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995). 

As of 1 March 2022, the book does not include fields relating to banded morwong fishing. 

More information on Banded Morwong catch, effort and disposal returns can be found in the 

respective operational guide.  

You are required to provide records on discard species, specifically species that are assessed 

in the annual fishery assessment, and no-take species. This aims to provide a fuller 

understanding of total catch rather than only retained catch.  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025#HP6@HD2@EN
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Figure 7: The Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Return (F3033) which was introduced from 1 March 2022. 

The information below is not a complete guide to requirements of licence holders/fishers. 

Licence holders/fishers are required to be familiar with the instructions contained within the 

Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Return book (F3033) in addition to the information 

that has been summarised within this document. 

Completing your catch, effort and disposal return 
accurately 
It is your responsibility to read the instructions of any catch and effort return carefully before 

you complete your returns. If you do not complete records in accordance with the instructions 

in your logbook you may incur a penalty.  

Recording your catch, effort, and disposal data as accurately as possible is important for the 

following reasons: 

• Your catch and effort information are used by IMAS to produce the annual fishery 

assessments. This information is used to determine whether a species is “sustainable”, 

“depleting”, “recovering” or “depleted”. 

• The outcomes of the assessment and the catch and effort data itself are used by fishery 

managers to monitor how much catch and/or effort is happening in different areas and 

to determine if any management action is required. 



 

Page 56 of 70 
Operational Guide for the Commercial Scalefish Fishery | 2025 Edition  

• Your disposal information is used to verify how you are using your catch, whether you 

sell to a processor, restaurant, or ex-vessel. 

• Your recorded interactions with threatened, endangered, and protected species (TEPS) 

are a legal requirement by both Commonwealth and State legislation 

Below are examples of how to complete each section of your Commercial Catch, Effort and 

Disposal Return (F3033). These records must be completed in accordance with Rule 39 

where the holder of a commercial fishing licence must complete scalefish records – 

• Within 4 hours immediately after landing the scalefish; and 

• Before any of the scalefish so landed are moved outside the landing area; and 

• Before any of the scalefish so landed are moved inside a temporary structure or a 

building; and 

• If the fishing vessel is on a fishing trip that lasts longer than 24 hours, before the end 

of each day of that fishing trip. 

You will need to start a new line if you are using different types of gear on the same day or 

fishing in different blocks on the same fishing trip. Ensure you accurately record the type and 

amount of gear you are using per set and the number of sets (required for gillnets). 

It is important that you record the type of fishing gear you are using accurately. The fold out 

flap of your logbook has a Gear and Effort Table, which lists the gear codes and if recording 

the “number of sets” is required for a specific gear type. 

Reminder: If you use "squid jigs" on your hand line when you are 
targeting calamari or other squid species then you must record the 

Gear Code as "SJ" and not "HL" and record the total number of  
squid jigs you have used in the "amount of gear per set" column.  

 

Figure 8: Example of how to record your gear code correctly. If you are using squid jigs then you must write in 
“SJ” and record the number of squid jigs you used. If you also use hooks on the same day or in the same fishing 
block then on a new line you must write in “HL” and record the number of lines you used. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS39@EN
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If you used hooks, then you would record “HL” and record the number of lines you used in the 

"amount of gear per set" column. Remember if you set or used a different gear type in the 

same fishing block or move to a different fishing block then you will need to complete a new 

line in your logbook.  

Please ensure you complete your catch, effort and disposal information correctly. If you 

do not, then a Fisheries Monitoring Officer will need to contact you to verify and correct 

any errors.  

Part A: Vessel details 

Enter the distinguishing mark of your vessel, your vessel name, the month and year you are 

fishing.  

 

Figure 9: Part A, which is the section of the commercial catch, effort and disposal return where you complete your 
vessel details and the month and year you are fishing. 

Part B: Fishing details 
Next you enter your fishing details for each day of fishing. Remember, if you use different gear 

or fish in different fishing blocks then you will need to complete a new line for each change. 

Record all catch and effort details and include all details of interactions with protected species. 

If you retain any catch for use as bait it must be recorded in this section using the form code 

“B”. If you are doing multiple trips in the same day then you will need to start a new line for 

each trip. This is particularly important for species with State waters trip limits. Note that for 

some species daily limits apply, i.e., garfish, blue warehou, jackass morwong, southern 

calamari in South East Waters. It is important that you record the fish names correctly—for 

example “greenback flounder” not “flounder”, “gummy shark” not “shark”, “bastard trumpeter” 

not “trumpeter” etc. You must also record your interactions with protected species here.  

It is a requirement of Part B to record discards of the species listed on the fold out flap. There 

are lines to do this in the “Estimated Weight” section and you must record this information for 

all assessed or no-take species: Australian salmon, Australian sardine, banded morwong, 

barracouta, bastard trumpeter, blue groper, blue warehou, bluethroat wrasse, eastern school 

whiting, gloomy octopus, Gould’s squid, greenback flounder, jack mackerel, jackass morwong, 

King George whiting, leatherjacket, longsnout boarfish, longsnout flounder, Maori octopus, 

Maugean skate, pale octopus, purple wrasse, snook, southern calamari, southern garfish, 

southern sand flathead, striped trumpeter, tiger flathead and yelloweye mullet. Discard reason 

codes are also listed on the fold out flap. 

This information is critical so IMAS can work towards a more complete understanding of total 

mortality. This information is also required when reporting to the Commonwealth Department 

of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) on interactions with 
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protected species. To be clear, it is a requirement that you record discard information for 

key species.  

The protected species and interaction codes are located on the fold out flap of your logbook. 

For guidance on identifying protected species information is available via AFMA.  

 

Figure 10: Part B, which is the section of the commercial catch, effort and disposal return where you complete 
your effort and catch, discards of assessed and no take species, and protected species interaction records. 

Part C: Catch disposal 
Part C of the Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Return must be completed for all sales or 

transfers of scalefish species retained. This includes any catch used for personal use. These 

figures should line up with your catch recorded in your retained columns.  

You can sell your catch to any member of the public, a restaurant, processor, seafood retailer 

etc. The only exception is banded morwong, which is a prescribed species and must be sold to 

a processor authorised to process this species. Before you sell anything “ex-vessel” you must 

ensure you have completed your catch and effort details in the Commercial Catch, Effort and 

Disposal Return within 4 hours of the end of your trip and before you transfer any catch. You 

are then covered if you are inspected by the Marine Police. There are step by step instructions 

on how to complete each part in the logbook. 

When landing striped trumpeter you must retain the head, frame and tail. If you have filleted 

fish stored on your vessel and are inspected by the Marine Police and they suspect your fillets 

are from undersize fish then you will need to be able to demonstrate otherwise.  

 

Figure 11: Part C is where you complete your catch disposal records. The columns in Part C line up with the 
species columns in Part B. 

Reminder: The Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) would like your frames for 

biological analysis from the following species – striped trumpeter, King George whiting, 

https://www.afma.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-02/protected-species-id-guide.pdf
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yellowtail kingfish and snapper, as this will help improve assessment of these species. Go to 

Tassie Fish Frame Collection Program | Facebook for more info.  

Part D: Declaration 
Once Parts A, B and C have been completed the supervisor of the vessel must print their 

name, sign and date the Declaration.  

 

Figure 12: Part D is the section where you print your name, then sign and date the declaration. 

All completed Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Returns must be sent to NRE within 48 

hours of the end of the month. 

Fish transfer or sale receipt book 

You must provide a receipt when you sell or transfer any catch. You can provide your own 

(ensuring you include the details described in Rule 13 of the Fisheries Rules 2019) or use the 

NRE Fish Transfer or Sale Receipt book (F3034) available free from the Compliance and 

Licensing Branch.  

You must provide a receipt for all sales of more than 5 kilograms of fish or if your customer 

requests one for any weight sold. Refer to Rule 14(1) of the Fisheries Rules 2019. 

Record the receipt numbers and what you have sold (including the form—i.e., fillets, whole 

etc) in  

Part C of your Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Return. 

https://www.facebook.com/TassieFishFrameCollectionProgram
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#GS13@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#GS14@EN
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Figure 13: Example of the Fish Transfer or Sales Receipt book (F3034) page. You do not send  
copies of these receipts to NRE Tas as they are for your records and your customer records only. 
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Interactions with Protected Species 
An interaction with a protected species (e.g., seal, seabird, whale, dolphin) is when you, your 

vessel and/or your fishing gear physically interacts with a threatened, endangered or protected 

species (TEPS).  

For example: 

• If a seabird lands on your boat for a rest—this is not an interaction—but if it lands on 

your boat and starts engaging with your catch, then this is an interaction.  

• If a seal is swimming around your boat—this is not an interaction, however, if the seal 

interferes with your nets, lines and/or the catch in your nets or on your lines then this is 

an interaction.  

• If your vessel hits a whale, dolphin, or seal—this is an interaction. 

• If your fishing gear entangles, hooks, or traps a seal, seabird or cetacean (whales and 

dolphins)—this is an interaction. 

Your legal obligation under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

1999 (EPBC Act) means that all physical interactions between a fishing operation and 

protected species must be reported in your return. Please ensure you record the species code, 

number of animals and the interaction code—these codes are listed in the fold out flap of your 

catch and effort logbook. If you wish to comment about the interaction in more detail, then 

write this in the “comments” section of your catch and effort return. This information is primarily 

used by researchers to understand if fishing interactions with specific species are changing 

over time, in addition to your legal obligation under the EPBC Act. 

In addition to recording interactions with TEPS in your logbook, please contact the 24-hour 

Marine Wildlife (Whale) Hotline on 0427 942 537 (0427 WHALES) to report sightings and 

stranding of whales and dolphins, or interactions with whales, dolphins, seals, or seabirds. 

Guidelines for viewing and approaching whales and dolphins are in the fold out flap of the 

Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Record Book.  

If a seal or a cetacean becomes entangled within your gear do not attempt to disentangle 

the animal yourself, but immediately ring the 24-hour Marine Wildlife (Whale) Hotline on 

0427 942 537 (0427 WHALES) and seek professional advice. If you are outside of phone 

range call TAS MARITIME RADIO on VHF Channel 16 and advise them of the entanglement. 

They will initiate procedures to collect information and notify the disentanglement team who 

will provide advice via VHF radio. 

If you wish to use seal crackers or bean bags as a deterrent for seals in the area where you 

are fishing, you will need to contact the NRE Environment Business Unit. Wildlife Officers will 

assess your eligibility to participate in a seal deterrent permit training session. On satisfactory 

completion of this training session, you may be issued with a permit for the use of seal 

crackers in accordance with the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021. To use bean 

https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2021-093
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bags you will also need a current firearms licence—issued under the appropriate purpose and 

conditions—to comply with the Firearms Act 1996 and the Firearms Regulations 2016. 

Please contact the Environment Business Unit (NRE Tas) via email at 

wildlife.reception@nre.tas.gov.au or by phone on 03 6165 4305 to register your interest in a 

permit training session.  

Infringements and Penalties  
There are penalties for breaching the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015. The penalty structure 

is set out in the Fisheries (Penalties) Regulations 2021.  

The rules also have Infringement Notices that may be served by fisheries officers subject to 

the level of the offence. These are located in Schedule 10 – Infringement Notice Offences and 

Penalties of the rules. 

Whales, dolphins, seals and most seabird species are scheduled as Protected wildlife under 

the Nature Conservation Act 2002 and some are also listed under the Threatened Species 

Protection Act 1995. It is illegal to ‘take’ (which means, for example, to intentionally or 

negligently kill, injure, pursue, catch, shoot) any Protected wildlife or Threatened species.  

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

I have a boat, what licences do I need to go scalefish 
fishing?  
This will depend on the length of your vessel and what you wish to target. At the very minimum you 

would need to hold the following: 

1. a fishing licence (personal), which will allow you to commercially take and sell fish; and  

2. a fishing licence (vessel) in the length category that suits your vessel with a gear licence as part 

of the licence package. If you wish to target a specific species—such as wrasse—then you 

would also need to hold a licence for that species too. 

3. a scalefish licence.  

 

More information on the scalefish licence types, and what they allow under Gear licences; 

Species licences; and Species and gear licences. 

How many supervisors can I have on my licence? 

There is no limit to how many supervisors you can have named on a scalefish licence with the following 

exceptions: 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1996-023
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2016-084
mailto:wildlife.reception@nre.tas.gov.au
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sr-2021-012#:~:text=The%20penalty%20for%20an%20offence,more%20than%2020%20penalty%20units.&text=(c)%20not%20less%20than%205,a%20third%20or%20subsequent%20offence.
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS10@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS10@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2002-063
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-083
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-083
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• Fishing licence (scalefish C) 

• Fishing licence (Danish seine) 

• Any scalefish fishing licence that has been endorsed as non-transferable. 

These licences must be operated by the licence owner or by a supervisor that was listed on the licence 

at the time the licence was made non-transferable. 

How many licences of the same type can I own on 

one package? 

The vessel licence is the foundation of a licence package. All other licences are attached to the fishing 

licence (vessel) and only one of each licence type can be held in a licence package.  

For example, you cannot hold a fishing licence (scalefish A) and a fishing licence (scalefish B) on the 

same licence package.  

There is no restriction on the number of licence packages you can own, except for banded morwong—

where a person cannot hold more than two fishing licences (banded morwong) or benefit (financially or 

otherwise) from more two fishing licences (banded morwong). 

Can a vessel be used on more than one licence 
package? 
NO, it cannot. Only one unique vessel per licence package is allowed. 

What fishing gear can I use? 

This will depend on what type of licences you have on your package. Refer to sections Gear licences 

and Species and gear licences for more information. 

What can I use as bait in my fish trap or as berley? 

You must not use berley that contains the raw flesh, blood, bone, skin or offal of a mammal, other than 

commercial berley. You must not use berley that is not commercial berley for a purpose other than to 

attract fish for the purpose of fishing. See Rule 141.  

There are a number of restricted species that cannot be used as bait or berley, other than in the form of 

heads and frames, including albacore tuna, banded morwong, bastard trumpeter, gummy shark, bluefin 

tuna and striped trumpeter. See Rule 142 for the complete list.  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS141@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS142@EN
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Does an auxiliary vessel need a licence of its own? 

NO, it does not. An auxiliary vessel is classed as an extension of the main licensed fishing vessel that it 

was surveyed with by the Australian Marine Safety Authority (AMSA). 

If my dinghy has its own licence, can I use it as an 

auxiliary vessel for another fishing vessel? 

NO, you cannot. As it is a fishing vessel in its own right, this vessel cannot be used by another licence 

package.  

How far from the main vessel can an auxiliary vessel 

be used? 

The operating distance from the main vessel is whatever Australian Marine Safety Authority (AMSA) 

have classified the auxiliary vessel when it was surveyed with the main vessel. NRE does not specify in 

the fisheries management legislation what that distance should be. 

Can I use a mother boat to store my scalefish when 

on a fishing trip? 

YES you can. Rule 113 describes the circumstances of how a mother boat can be used when on a 

fishing trip. The mother boat cannot participate in the fishing activity and is only permitted to possess 

and transport scalefish. The licensed fisher must be on board the mother boat when the fish are 

landed. 

Does the main vessel need to leave port if I am 

using the auxiliary vessel on my fishing trip? 

YES it does. The auxiliary vessel is an extension of the main fishing vessel and not a licenced fishing 

vessel in its own right—therefore the main fishing vessel must be on any fishing trip. 

What areas are closed to commercial fishing? 

Ansons Bay, Georges Bay and the D’Entrecasteaux Channel are the areas permanently closed to 

commercial fishing. Only persons holding an endorsement can commercially fish in the Derwent River, 

Macquarie Harbour and Port Sorell. If you do not hold an endorsement, then you must not fish in these 

areas.  

https://www.amsa.gov.au/audiences/commercial-fisher
https://www.amsa.gov.au/audiences/commercial-fisher
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS113@EN
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Descriptions of all areas are available in Schedule 2 – Areas and Interpretation of the Fisheries 

(Scalefish) Rules 2015. 

State Waters—where can I use my scalefish 
Licence? 
All holders of a scalefish licence — excluding a fishing licence (rock lobster) — are restricted to 

operating in coastal waters. Remember to check your vessel survey limits before accessing remote 

State waters such as Pedra Branca. If you conduct any fishing activity in remote State waters and need 

to transit Commonwealth waters to get there, please ensure you complete your catch and effort 

information before transiting Commonwealth waters on your return trip. 

Where can I use a gillnet? 

The use of gillnets is excluded from many areas, including Shark Refuge Areas (unless otherwise 

endorsed to do so). Please refer to Rule 24 and Schedule 6 – Regions of the Rules for the specific 

areas where gillnets cannot be used. Descriptions of all areas are available in Schedule 2 – Areas and 

Interpretation of the Rules. 

An exception is detailed in Schedule 7 – Persons permitted to use gillnet in Shark Refuge Areas. 

Number 1 of this schedule states that the holder of a fishing licence (personal), fishing licence (vessel) 

and a gear licence that allows the use of gillnets, can use gillnets in the waters of Great Oyster Bay 

(ES13N and ES14N) and East Coast Waters (ES15N) if:  

a) none of those nets exceeds 200 metres in length;  

b) none of those nets are set within 50 metres of another net; and  

c) the total combined length of those nets does not exceed 800 metres.  

Note: The total combined length is also subject to the type of gear licence you hold—i.e., a FLC or 

FLRL licence has a maximum of 150 metres of gillnet and an FLB has a maximum of 500 metres of 

gillnet.  

Where can I use a set line—i.e., a dropline or 
longline? 
You must not set or use a setline in Shark Refuge Areas, Macquarie Harbour, Southport Bay West or 

any of the waters specified in Schedule 6.  

Where can I use a seine net? 

You can use purse seine and beach seine nets in most waters except those listed in Schedule 6 and 

Rule 27—that states that seine nets must not be used in the following waters: 

a) Coles Bay from Hepburn Point to “The Fisheries”. 

b) Promise Bay (within Great Oyster Bay). 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS2@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS24@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS6@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS2@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS2@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS7@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS6@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS6@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS27@EN
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c) Robbins Passage. 

Rule 109 states that unless endorsed to do so, beach seine nets cannot be used in the following 

waters: 

• Port Sorell. 

• between Hawley near Devonport and North Point at Stanley. 

The rock lobster season is closed, and I want to go 

scalefish fishing, what can I do? 

You cannot fish for scalefish using your scalefish gear component if your rock lobster licence has less 

than 15 units on it as per Rule 62(3)(b) of the Fisheries (Rock Lobster) Rules 2022. 

You can fish for scalefish when the rock lobster season is closed—noting that all rock lobster pots must 

be removed from your vessel during the Statewide closure but can remain on the vessel for regional 

closures.  

You will be bound by the catch limits that apply to the holder of a fishing licence (rock lobster), unless 

you are the holder of a specific species licence—i.e., wrasse, banded morwong or southern calamari. 

You can attach a species licence to a package that has a rock lobster licence on it and not a scalefish 

A or B—however you will be bound by the scalefish fishing gear limits and configurations as described 

in Section 8. 

You cannot target a scalefish species if the season for that species is closed (if applicable). All catch 

taken using the scalefish fishing gear—i.e., hooks, nets, fish traps, squid jigs—must be recorded in the 

Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Return. 

I hold a rock lobster licence and a scalefish A or B—

what catch limits apply where? 

If you are fishing inside coastal waters (three nautical miles) and are utilising your Scalefish A or B 

fishing gear, then you are fishing under the authority of that licence and the catch limits relevant to that 

licence apply.  

However, if you are fishing outside coastal waters you are limited to using the scalefish gear allowed by 

your rock lobster licence and the catch limits relevant to the rock lobster licence. You cannot fish for 

scalefish using your scalefish gear component [or rock lobster] if your rock lobster licence has less than 

15 units on it as per Rule 62(3)(b) of the Fisheries (Rock Lobster) Rules 2022. 

If you have a fishing licence (scalefish A) or (scalefish B) you must not possess on your fishing vessel 

any more gear than is authorised by the scalefish A or B—i.e., 1,000 metres of net for a scalefish A 

and 500 metres of net for a scalefish B. Refer to Rule 44(2) for the specifics.  

A reminder that you are required to complete your Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Return when 

using any scalefish fishing gear. When completing the Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Record 

remember to tick the “rock lobster” box in the “Other Commercial Fishing” section located in the top 

right section of the return. Remember to record any retained scalefish catch taken in your rock lobster 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS109@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2022-067#GS62@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2022-067#GS62@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS44@EN
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pots in your rock lobster logbook. Only rock lobster caught in a rock lobster pot can be retained by the 

holder of a fishing licence (rock lobster). You must not retain any rock lobster that has been caught in 

your scalefish fishing gear. 

I hold a rock lobster licence and a Commonwealth 

authority plus quota for certain species—can I fish 

in both jurisdictions on the same trip? 

YES. But, if you are fishing inside coastal waters [three (3) nautical miles] and are utilising your 

Commonwealth authority—i.e., a Tasmanian Coastal Waters Permit—to take school and gummy shark 

and you do not hold a fishing licence (scalefish A or B) then you will be bound by the scalefish catch 

limits relevant to the rock lobster licence. If you hold a fishing licence (scalefish A or B) on your licence 

package, then the scalefish catch limits relevant to your Scalefish A or B would apply. A reminder that it 

is a condition of your Commonwealth issued Tasmanian Coastal Waters Permit to hold a Tasmanian 

scalefish licence that allows you to use the same gear authorised by that permit—i.e., gillnet or hooks. 

If you use more than 1,000 hooks or 1,800 metres of gillnet when operating under your Commonwealth 

authority, then you will be bound by the scalefish limits for Commonwealth authorities and the 

Commonwealth SESSF Management Arrangements Booklet. 

If you hold a Commonwealth authority to take certain species for which Commonwealth quota 

applies—noting only school and gummy shark can be taken under quota in Tasmanian Coastal 

Waters—you must not take or be in possession of any fish of that species other than in accordance 

with that authority. This means you cannot take shark under your Commonwealth authority and take 

shark in accordance with the Tasmanian shark trip limit—all shark will be considered taken under your 

Commonwealth authority as per Rule 58.  

The same applies if you are fishing outside coastal waters and are using a Commonwealth authority to 

target Commonwealth managed species such as blue-eye trevalla, whilst also on a rock lobster trip—

noting your Tasmanian scalefish gear allowance must be stowed when operating in both jurisdictions 

outside coastal waters. 

A reminder that you are required to complete your Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Return when 

operating in Tasmanian Coastal Waters under a Commonwealth authority and retaining scalefish 

species other than school and gummy shark as per Rule 57(3). Do not record your shark catch in the 

Tasmanian logbook as this must be recorded in your Commonwealth logbook. When completing the 

Tasmanian logbook remember to tick the “shark” box in the “Other Commercial Fishing” section located 

in the top right section of the return. Remember to record any retained scalefish catch taken in your 

rock lobster pots in your rock lobster logbook. 

Can I fillet fish and/or shark at sea? 

You must retain the head, frame and tail of striped trumpeter when landing that species as per Rule 

143 of the Scalefish Rules. You do not have to retain the frames of other scalefish species unless listed 

in the Scalefish Rules. If you are inspected by the Marine Police and they suspect your fillets are from 

undersize fish then you would need to be able to demonstrate otherwise.  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS58@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS57@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS143@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS143@EN
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School and gummy shark are the only shark species that have a size limit. All shark must be kept 

whole or trunked until landed. Information on what fins can be cut on a shark to help bleed it can be 

found here.   

When do I need to complete and submit my catch 

and effort returns? 

As per Rule 39 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015, you must fill out your return with your catch and 

effort information for every fishing trip.  

This must be done: 

• within 4 hours of landing scalefish; and  

• before any fish are moved inside any (permanent or temporary) structure; and 

• before any fish leave the landing area.  

• If the fishing trip lasts longer than 24 hours, then your logbook must be completed 

before the end of each day of the trip. 

You must start a new page for each month and all returns for that month must be sent to NRE Tas 

within 48 hours of the end of that month—i.e., by the 2nd day of that month. For example, your April 

returns would need to be sent to NRE Tas by 2nd May. 

If you did not fish in a particular month, then you are still required to submit a “Nil Return” for that 

month. You must send in the blue sheet of your completed catch and effort return (for “Nil Returns”) 

within 48 hours of the end of that month—i.e., by the 2nd day of the following month. For example, your 

“Nil Return” page for May will need to be sent to NRE Tas by the 2nd of June. More information is 

available on the Catch, Effort and Disposal Return. 

Why do I need to record the species I discard? 

You must record your discards in Part B. The annual Scalefish Fishery Assessment report is based on 

retained species and we would like to get better data on the estimated weight of species that are 

discarded, and the reasons why. This is particularly relevant for those species assessed as depleting 

or depleted. 

Who can I sell my catch to? 

If you are the holder of a fishing licence (personal) and commercially harvest scalefish under the 

authority of a scalefish licence, then you can sell your catch to anyone—as long as you provide a 

receipt to the receiver. This type of sale is classed as “ex vessel”, regardless of whether your catch 

remains stored on your vessel or at your premises.  

If you are storing your catch on your vessel (which is tied up to a wharf, moored or anchored) then this 

catch is technically still in State waters and the trip limits relevant to any species you have retained still 

apply. The trip limits are no longer relevant if you "land" your catch and store it in a fridge/freezer at 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS39@EN
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home, as these limits apply to "State waters" only. Please note that for the limits in Rules 88 and 89 

“possession” is not restricted to State waters. 

Refer Part C: Catch Disposal for more information on what you need to do to sell your catch. If you are 

fishing under a Commonwealth authority—i.e., a Tasmanian Coastal Waters Permit in the school and 

gummy shark fishery—then you will need to abide by the transfer processes relevant to that fishery—

however, you must record any species (other than school and gummy shark) retained in your 

Tasmanian Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Return. Please refer to the Southern and Eastern 

Scalefish and Shark Fishery Management Arrangements booklet, which is available for download on 

the AFMA website. 

You must provide a receipt for all sales of more than 5 kilograms of fish or if your customer requests 

one for any weight sold. Refer to Rule 14(1) of the Fisheries Rules 2019. 

What do I need to do if I interact with a seal, seabird, 

dolphin, whale, or other protected species when 

fishing? 

Refer to the information provided in Interactions with protected species. You must also record your 

interaction in Part B of your Catch, Effort and Disposal Return.  

What do I do if I come across a dead or injured seal, 

seabird, dolphin, whale, or other protected marine 

species? 

Call the Marine Wildlife (Whale) hotline on 0427 942 537 (0427 WHALES) and report what you have 

found and where you found it, and they will advise you what to do next. Do not remove a carcass from 

the location you found it. If you are out of mobile phone range call TAS MARITIME RADIO on VHF 

Channel 16 and advise them of the issue (including an entanglement). They will initiate procedures to 

collect information and notify the response/disentanglement team who will provide further advice. 

https://www.afma.gov.au/commercial-fishers/management-arrangements/management-booklets#referenced-section-11
https://www.afma.gov.au/commercial-fishers/management-arrangements/management-booklets#referenced-section-11
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#GS14@EN
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