Scalefish: Managed Species

Bastard Trumpeter (Latridopsis forsteri)
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Management Challenges

Historical Depletion: Bastard trumpeter has been heavily fished since the 1800s, particularly on
inshore reefs, and was suspected to be depleted as early as 1890. Bastard trumpeter was one of the
first native scalefish species to be regulated under Tasmanian law.

Information Gaps: There’s lots we do not know about bastard trumpeter, such as when and where it
spawns, its larval stage, how it grows, and the connectivity between populations. With limited current
fishing pressure and a long history of depletion, it is unlikely these gaps will be filled. On top of that,
marine heatwave conditions could make it even harder for young fish to survive, adding additional
uncertainty.

Minimum Legal Size: The current minimum legal size is lower than size at maturity. This means juvenile
fish can legally be caught and kept before they’ve had the chance to breed and contribute to the popula-
tion. For bastard trumpeter, effectively all recreationally and commercially caught fish are juveniles.

Few Mature Fish: Sampling rarely identifies mature individuals, with effectively all recreationally and
commercially caught bastard trumpeter being juveniles. There is not enough spawning stock (i.e., mature
fish) to reproduce and recover the fishery. The fishery is considered to be recruitment overfished.

Gillnets: Bastard trumpeter is mostly caught as a by-catch species through the commercial banded
morwong fishery, which uses large mesh nets, selecting only the largest bastard trumpeter. In the
recreational fishery, bastard trumpeter is mostly taken by gillnet, with the phase-out of recreational
gillnetting by 2030 likely to support stock recovery.
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Very little information
exists on mature fish.
They were assumed
to be found in deeper
waters, but may in fact
be caught before
maturing.

Not much is known about
when or where the
species spawns as no
mature adult fish have
been sampled.
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Commercial and Recreational Catches in Tasmania
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* Recreational catch data is derived from IMAS fisher surveys conducted approximately every 5 years.

Historical Management Changes

1890

1998

No Limit

No Limit

No Limit

No Limit

Bag Limit: 30

(other scalefish)

Bag Limit: 15
(other scalefish)

Bag Limit: 10

Bag Limit: 5

East Coast: Bag: 2, Boat: 10
West Coast: Bag: 5, Boat: 15
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No Limit

Trip Limit: 200kg Statewide

Trip Limit:

East Coast: 100kg
West Coast: 200kg
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