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Aims and Objectives:  
 
To produce a Documentary to showcase the efforts of Marine Biologists, Aquaculture Commercial 
Divers, Farmers, Fisherman, and everyday Australian’s contributing to benefit the marine 
environment’s overall health. 
 
Within the documentary is a sequence about ‘Harvesting the problem’ when it comes to long-
spined sea urchins. The Documentary will showcase how harvesting sea urchins is beneficial to 
the environment, as it allows for the regeneration of kelp forests and habitat for our prized abalone 
and southern rock lobster to flourish. 
 
This project aims to demonstrate that Tasmania is at the forefront of implementing impactful 
ecological solutions that support the long-term sustainability of the wild-caught seafood industry. It 
will highlight efforts to protect the abalone and southern rock lobster fisheries, while also 
showcasing the emerging market for long-spined sea urchins. The project will emphasise the 
development of products from urchin roe and the innovative use of all harvested urchin parts, 
including applications like fertiliser, underscoring the comprehensive approach to resource 
utilisation. 
 
The estimated sequence length is 9-14 minutes. 
Final Report: 
The Hot Water documentary’s spotlight on the Longspined Sea Urchin increases consumer 
awareness and demand, leading to higher harvest rates and the restoration of critical habitat for 
abalone growth. 
To date, the documentary has been screened to 215 viewers, with an additional screening 
planned for approximately 150 attendees late March 2025.  Efforts are underway to secure a 
broadcast sale to expand the reach to many more viewers. 
Hot Water - Investigating Australia's Marine Ecosystem (TRAILER) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_4TLBUwwgA

