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About this document  
This document sets out to be a ‘plain English’ guide for all holders of a fishing licence (Banded 
Morwong) as well as for processors of Banded Morwong. This operational guide contains 
relevant information for those fishing both inside and outside of the quota managed area. The 
rules summarised here are described in the Division 5 – Banded Morwong of the Fisheries 
(Scalefish) Rules 2015 (the Rules).  

More detailed information on the Scalefish Fishery generally—including licence types and species 
catch and size limits—can be found in the Operational Guide for the commercial Scalefish Fishery. 

Disclaimer 
This Guide is a plain English summary of most Rules relating specifically to the banded morwong 
Fishery and is produced without prejudice. It should not be used as a binding interpretation of 
the Rules for legal proceedings. 

The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) and its employees 
to not warrant or make any representation regarding the use, or results of the use, of the 
information contained herein as regards to its correctness, accuracy, reliability, and currency or 
otherwise. NRE Tas and its employees expressly disclaim all liability or responsibility to any 
person using the information or advice. 

Licence holder responsibility 
Information provided in this Guide is correct as at the time of publication. Licence holders and 
authorised supervisors are advised that Fisheries Management Plans (the legislation) change from 
time to time and licence holders are advised of these changes when they occur.  

Licence holders are reminded of their responsibility to ensure that any person specified as an 
authorised supervisor on their licence is made aware of these changes as they occur. It remains 
your responsibility as a licence holder or authorised supervisor to read and understand the 
relevant legislation in full, and to maintain an up-to-date knowledge of the management plan 
relevant to your activities.  

Legislation and management plans are available for download from the Fishing Tasmania website, 
via www.fishing.tas.gov.au/legislation or https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/. 

Review of fisheries legislation (i.e., the rules) 
The legislation that drives the management of the Tasmanian Scalefish Fishery—the Fisheries 
(Scalefish) Rules 2015—is valid for 10 years from the date of effect. A review may occur sooner 
than this period, subject to any management action that is required for all or part of the fishery.  

Please note that the Scalefish Rules are undergoing review in early 2023 to introduce 
management for depleted and depleting species. This review will also clarify rules that are 
unclear or are not working as intended. Once the review process is complete a new version of 
this Operational Guide will be released. 

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD5@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068
http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/legislation
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/
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1. Industry representation 
There are three ways that industry is represented in the planning and management process for 
the banded morwong—via the annual banded morwong Fishery Forum, the relevant recognised 
fishing body—i.e., the Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council (TSIC)—and individual fishers who 
are involved the Minister’s Advisory Committee processes—i.e., the Scalefish Fishery Advisory 
Committee (SFAC). This representative involvement is part of the co-management framework 
for managing Tasmania's marine resources.  

Fishers also have the option to contact Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) 
or write to the Minister about their issue but are encouraged to direct any issues to the peak 
body TSIC in the first instance. 

 

1.1 Banded Morwong Fishery Forum 
The Banded Morwong Fishery Forum is held annually in August—usually in Triabunna. This is 
your opportunity to see preliminary presentations of the stock assessment and ask Institute for 
Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) researchers and NRE Tas staff your questions about the 
fishery. This is also an opportunity to provide your input to the topics discussed. We strongly 
encourage all banded morwong licence owners and fishers to attend these forums. 

1.2 Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council 
Industry is represented by the seafood industry’s peak body the Tasmanian Seafood Industry 
Council (TSIC). The Government consults with TSIC on a broad range of issues relating to the 
fishery. TSIC also has representation on the ministerially appointed Scalefish Fishery Advisory 
Committee.  

A component of the levy charged for a fishing licence (personal) funds TSIC. This means that all 
fishers who hold a fishing licence (personal) are automatically members of TSIC. 

1.3 Scalefish Fishery Advisory Committee 
The Scalefish Fishery Advisory Committee (SFAC) is comprised of industry, management, 
research and enforcement representatives that provide advice directly to the Minister on issues 
relevant to the fishery. The Minister for Primary Industries and Water approved membership of 
a new SFAC on 23 December 2019. Membership of this SFAC expired on 31 December 2022 
and is currently operating until 30 June 2023 under section 21 of the Acts Interpretation Act 1931. 
The FACs are currently under review by Marine Resources. Once that review is complete 
industry will be advised on how the advisory process will progress into the future.  

Currently membership is not limited to licence owners, and women with experience in the 
scalefish fishing industry and active fishers are encouraged to express interest for any new SFAC. 
The SFAC webpage is updated periodically with new information such as meeting minutes and 
any changes to membership. Advice on recreational fisheries matters is provided to the Minister 
by a similar committee—the Recreational Fishery Advisory Committee (RecFAC). 

https://www.tsic.org.au/
https://www.tsic.org.au/
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/get-involved/fisher-representation/scalefish-fishery-advisory-committee
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/get-involved/fisher-representation/recreational-fishery-advisory-committee
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2.  Communication 
2.1 NRE Tas Wild Fisheries Management Branch  
For questions relating to the information contained within this document and the management 
arrangements for the fishery, please contact the Wild Fisheries Management Branch Scalefish 
Section on (03) 6165 3000 or send an email to commercial.fisheries@nre.tas.gov.au. If sending 
an email, please ensure you include “Scalefish Enquiry” in the subject line. 

To receive email updates on what is happening in the Banded Morwong Fishery, please sign up to 
our email subscription service by scanning the below QR with your mobile device. 

 
Alternatively go to http://eepurl.com/dGq72L. Make sure to select the licence types that you 
hold, use, or have interest in (by indicating with a "Y"), as some emails will be targeted to specific 
licence types other than banded morwong. 

If you are not already receiving emails from us via this subscription service, then we encourage 
you to subscribe now. 

2.2 NRE Tas Fisheries Compliance and Licensing Branch  
For questions relating to licensing matters, quota transfers and quota balances, and catch and 
effort returns please contact the Fisheries Compliance and Licensing Branch on (03) 6165 5300 
or send an email to fisheries.licensing@nre.tas.gov.au or fisheries.monitoring@nre.tas.gov.au. 

To streamline and simplify the way that the commercial fishing industry interacts with NRE Tas, 
it is now possible to receive your fishing certificates and other fisheries related communications 
by email. This is much quicker than sending mail via Australia Post—this now takes 5-10 days for 
general mail to be received within Tasmania. To nominate an email address or update your 
nominated email address for electronic communications with NRE Tas, you must lodge 
the “Consent for Communication by Electronic Notification” form. You can obtain this form 
from our Commercial Licensing Forms web page at https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-
fishing/commercial-fishing-licences/commercial-licensing-forms.  

mailto:commercial.fisheries@nre.tas.gov.au
http://eepurl.com/dGq72L
mailto:fisheries.licensing@nre.tas.gov.au
mailto:fisheries.monitoring@nre.tas.gov.au
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences/commercial-licensing-forms
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences/commercial-licensing-forms
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences/commercial-licensing-forms
https://eepurl.com/dGq72L.qr.16
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The Fisheries Compliance and Licensing Branch has identified ways to streamline and 
simplify processes affecting the commercial fishing industry. This includes performing licence 
related transactions and providing catch and effort information.  

Remember:  

• You can now elect to receive all communications from the Fisheries Compliance and 
Licensing Branch and the Wild Fisheries Management Branch directly to an email 
address—including licence renewals.  

• To do this, simply complete the “Application to Consent to Communication by 
Electronic Notification” form on the Commercial Licensing Forms page (hint: it is right at 
the bottom) and return it to the Branch.  

2.3 NRE Tas Marine Wildlife (Whale) Hotline 
In addition to your legal requirement to record all interactions with protected species in your 
logbook—refer to Section 12 for more information on recording your interactions with 
protected species—the NRE Tas Environment, Heritage and Land Division’s Marine 
Conservation Program is keen to hear about all cetacean (whales and dolphins) sightings in 
Tasmanian waters. Please also report any marine mammal (whale, dolphin, seal) or seabird that is 
entangled or injured, and any whale or dolphin that is stranded.  

Reports contribute valuable information to long term monitoring and conservation of these 
species in Tasmania. Please report to the 24-hour Marine Wildlife (Whale) Hotline on 
0427 942 537 (0427 WHALES).  

Guidelines for viewing and approaching whales and dolphins are outlined below. These guidelines 
apply to all water users including commercial operators and recreational boaters.  

In general, when a whale or dolphin is observed, vessel operators should: 

• Slow down and avoid erratic changes in speed and direction. 

• Approach no closer than the specified approach distances (see below). 

• Avoid approaching from directly in front of or behind the animal. 

0427 WHALES (0427 942 537) 

 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/marine-conservation-program
https://nre.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/marine-conservation-program
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Go to Section 12 for information on what to do when your fishing operation interacts with 
protected species or https://nre.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/marine-conservation-program or 
https://www.facebook.com/whalestas. 

2.3 Reporting fish kills to the Environment Protection Agency 
(EPA) 

A number of fish kills are reported to the EPA every year, with the highest occurrence of kills 
usually reported around the month of February. The large majority of fish kills have been found 
to be due to natural causes such as:  

• marine species being caught in areas of low salinity 
• associated with the occurrence of algal blooms  
• or through oxygen depletion.  

Other natural causes are due to a natural death after a spawning cycle. The EPA does however 
investigate fish kills when reported in case they have resulted from a pollution event. 

Please report any fish kill event immediately to EPA Tasmania’s Incident Response 
Hotline on 1800 005 171, or email incidentresponse@epa.tas.gov.au 

More information can be found on the Environment Protection Agency (EPA) website at 
https://epa.tas.gov.au/environment/water/water-topics/fish-and-fish-kills  

2.4 Tasmania Police – Marine and Rescue Division 
Please report any illegal fishing activity to the “Fishwatch” 24-hour hotline on 0427 655 557 or 
via email to marine@police.tas.gov.au by reporting the time and location of the offence, fishing 
gear used (including licence or ID numbers), vehicle registration numbers and vessel name, 
distinguishing marks and descriptions, and the name or description of persons involved.  

Information can be given anonymously. 

Lost or irretrievable fishing gear can also be reported. 

  

https://nre.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/marine-conservation-program
https://www.facebook.com/whalestas
mailto:incidentresponse@epa.tas.gov.au
https://epa.tas.gov.au/environment/water/water-topics/fish-and-fish-kills
mailto:marine@police.tas.gov.au
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3. Area of the fishery  
3.1 Areas 
The Tasmanian commercial banded morwong Fishery is managed as two areas—an area in which 
individual transferable quotas are used to limit the total allowable catch (the TAC area), and an 
area in which it does not (the non-TAC area) (Figure 1). In order to fish for banded morwong 
within the TAC area a person must hold a fishing licence (banded morwong) which has uncaught 
quota units authorised on it. There is no quota management outside the TAC area and any 
holders of a fishing licence (banded morwong) can fish in this region with or without quota 
authorised to their licence 

 
Figure 1: A map of the spatial approach to the commercial Banded Morwong Fishery. All fishing is conducted inside 
Tasmanian coastal waters. Uncaught quota must be held to fish in the TAC area. Quota is not required to fish for 
Banded Morwong in the undeveloped non-TAC area. 

Boundaries between the TAC area and the non-TAC area are some distance from the main 
grounds of the fishery in the TAC area. The intention is that operators undertaking a fishing trip 
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in the non-TAC area cannot easily take fish from the TAC area and vice versa. Only single area 
trips are permitted.  

3.2 Single area fishing trips  
During a commercial trip in State waters, fishers are not allowed to possess Banded Morwong 
taken from the TAC area as well as Banded Morwong taken from outside the TAC area. 

A fisher that wishes to bring fish caught in the non-TAC area back through the TAC area must 
make a telephone transit report before entering the TAC area as detailed in the telephone 
reporting section in Section 7.2. 

3.3 Marine Parks and Marine Reserves 
There are areas around Tasmania where no fishing or limited fishing using specific types of fishing 
gear is allowed. These areas include Marine Parks, Marine Nature Reserves.  

Refer to Section 3.5 for information on Shark Refuge Areas. 

In Tasmanian waters, the Parks and Wildlife Service and NRE’s Marine Resources jointly manage 
marine reserves and Parks Australia manages the Commonwealth Marine Parks. 

Commonwealth Marine Parks  

Although most scalefish licence holders [other than holders of a fishing licence (rock lobster) or 
a fishing licence (octopus)] do not have access outside Tasmanian coastal waters — the Beagle, 
Boags, Flinders, Franklin, Freycinet and Tasman Fracture Marine Parks are located off Tasmania 
and are managed by Parks Australia.  

If you are the holder of a fishing licence (rock lobster) or fishing licence (octopus), you will need 
to refer to the classification of the respective zones to work out if you are able to access certain 
areas and if a permit is required. All vessels are allowed to transit all zone classifications in 
accordance with plan prescriptions—i.e., without the need for a permit or class approval. 

 

More information is available at https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/south-east/. There is 
also a downloadable guide available for the South East Commonwealth Marine Parks Network at 
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/pub/factsheets/south-east-users-guide.pdf   

 

  

https://www.parks.tas.gov.au/index.aspx?base=397
https://nre.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/recreational-fishing/area-restrictions/marine-reserves
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/
https://onlineservices.environment.gov.au/parks/australian-marine-parks
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/south-east/
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/pub/factsheets/south-east-users-guide.pdf
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Governor Island Marine Reserve  

The reserve extends 400 metres eastward from the shoreline of Governor Island. This  
50 hectare reserve includes the island itself and Alligator Rock.  

 

 
 

No fishing or setting of fishing gear is permitted in the Governor Island Marine Reserve. There 
are white paired poles marking the western boundary.  

The above detailed map and further information are available from the Parks and Wildlife 
website. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://parks.tas.gov.au/explore-our-parks/marine-reserves
https://parks.tas.gov.au/explore-our-parks/marine-reserves


 

Page 12 of 46  
Operational Guide for the commercial Banded Morwong fishery | 2023 Edition  

The Kent Group Marine Reserve  

There are two zones in the Kent Group Marine Reserve—the “no fishing zone” and the 
“restricted zone”. Refer to the Fisheries Rules 2019 for the relevant legislation. 

 

 
 

No fishing or setting of fishing gear is permitted in the “no take zone”. The only fishing currently 
allowed in the restricted zone is handline fishing for scalefish (no set lines, spearing or netting) 
and taking rock lobster using pots and rings and by diving (the taking of abalone is prohibited for 
biosecurity reasons).  

The above detailed map and further information are available from the Parks and Wildlife 
website. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067
https://parks.tas.gov.au/explore-our-parks/marine-reserves
https://parks.tas.gov.au/explore-our-parks/marine-reserves
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Maria Island Marine Reserve 

The reserve includes all waters up to one kilometre offshore from the north eastern point of 
Fossil Bay to Return Point and covers 1,500 hectares. 

 

 
 

No fishing or setting of fishing gear is permitted in the reserve between Cape Boullanger in the 
north and Return Point in the south. Commercial fishing of all types is permitted east of Cape 
Boullanger.  

The above detailed map and further information are available from the Parks and Wildlife 
website. 

 

 

 

https://parks.tas.gov.au/explore-our-parks/marine-reserves
https://parks.tas.gov.au/explore-our-parks/marine-reserves
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Port Davey and Bathurst Harbour Marine Reserve 

No fishing or setting of fishing gear is permitted in the no fishing zone. Refer to the Fisheries Rules 
2019 for the relevant legislation. 

 

 
 

The only fishing allowed in the restricted zone is diving for abalone and rock lobster, using a 
rock lobster pot or ring and line fishing with up to five (5) hooks. A detailed map and further 
information are available from the Parks and Wildlife website. 

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#JS2@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#JS2@EN
https://parks.tas.gov.au/explore-our-parks/marine-reserves
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Ninepin Point Marine Reserve 

No commercial fishing or setting of commercial fishing gear is permitted in waters of the 
D’Entrecasteaux Channel.   

 

 
 

A detailed map and further information are available from the Parks and Wildlife website. 

  

https://parks.tas.gov.au/explore-our-parks/marine-reserves
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Tinderbox Marine Reserve  

No commercial fishing or setting of commercial fishing gear is permitted in waters of the 
D’Entrecasteaux Channel or the Derwent River (unless otherwise endorsed for the Derwent).  

 

 
 

A detailed map and further information are available from the Parks and Wildlife website.  

  

https://parks.tas.gov.au/explore-our-parks/marine-reserves
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3.4 Shark Refuge Areas  
No shark can be taken or possessed in a Shark Refuge Area (SRA)—Rule 15. The exception is 
elephantfish, where five (5) can be taken in an SRA—Rule 85. 

You must hold an endorsement to use gillnets in a Shark Refuge Area (SRA)—Rule 54. The 
exception is use of gillnets in the waters of Great Oyster Bay or East Coast Waters under 
certain conditions by the holder of a:   

• fishing licence (personal); and 
• fishing licence (vessel); and 
• fishing licence (scalefish A), or fishing licence (scalefish B), or fishing licence (scalefish C), 

or fishing licence (rock lobster).  

Refer to Rule 24(1)(b) and Schedule 7, item 1 for more detail.  

If you are endorsed to use a gillnet in a SRA then you must not set or leave your gillnet in the 
SRA for longer than six (6) hours (Rule 104) and all shark (excluding elephantfish) must be 
released as per Rule 15.  

As defined in the Rule 3 and described in Schedule 2 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015 a SRA 
means the areas described in Table 1. 

Table 1: List of Shark Refuge Areas (SRAs) as defined in Rule 3 and described in Schedule 2 the Fisheries (Scalefish) 
Rules 2015. 

SRA Name Fishing 
Block Code 

Description 

Blackman Bay ES17 Means the waters within the area bounded –  

a) in the west by the western entrance of the Denison Canal; 
and   

b) in the east by an imaginary straight line from the southern 
extreme of Long Spit due east to the opposite shore of Little 
Chinaman Bay. 

D’Entrecasteaux 
Channel 

ES02 & 
ES03 

Means the waters within the area bounded – 

a) in the south by an imaginary straight line from Scott Point 
(situated at the entrance of Port Esperance) to the northern 
point of Partridge Island and the line of longitude 147°5'54"E 
between the southernmost point of Partridge Island and 
Labillardiere Peninsula on Bruny Island; and  

b) in the north by an imaginary straight line from Dennes Point 
on Bruny Island to Piersons Point situated on the western 
shore of the River Derwent. 

East Coast Waters ES15N Means waters within 3 nautical miles of any part of the east coast 
of the State between Seaford Point and an imaginary straight line 
from Cape Bougainville to Cape Boullanger on Maria Island.  

Great Oyster Bay ES13N & 
ES14N 

Means the waters enclosed north of an imaginary straight line from 
Weatherhead Point on Freycinet Peninsula to Seaford Point. 

 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/recreational-fishing/area-restrictions/shark-refuge-areas
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS15@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS85@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#HP3@HD2@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS24@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS7@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS104@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS15@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS2@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS2@EN
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Table 1: continued  

SRA Name Fishing 
Block Code 

Description 

Mercury Passage ES16 Means the waters bounded in the north by an imaginary straight 
line from Cape Bougainville to Cape Boullanger and in the south by 
an imaginary straight line from Cape Peron to Cape Bernier. 

Frederick Henry Bay ES19 Means the waters within –  

a) an imaginary straight line between North West Head and 
Cape Contrariety; and  

b) Pitt Water and Pipe Clay Lagoon; and  
c) Eaglehawk Bay. 

Norfolk Bay ES18 

Georges Bay ES12 Means the waters enclosed west of an imaginary straight line from 
Grants Point to St Helens Point. 

Pitt Water ES20 Means the waters upstream of an imaginary straight line from 
Sandy Point to Tiger Head. 

Port Sorell ES09 Means the waters upstream of an imaginary straight line from 
Griffiths Point in the east to Taroona Point in the west at the 
southern extremity of Hawley Beach. 

River Derwent ES01 Means the waters upstream of an imaginary straight line from 
Dennes Point to Cape Direction. 

River Tamar ES10 Means the waters upstream of an imaginary straight line from Low 
Head to West Head. 

Change to Fishing Block Boundaries in Great Oyster Bay 

A project to improve the fishing block maps and make them available as a layer on LISTMap was 
completed in late 2021 and it was decided to redraw the Shark Refuge Area boundaries in Great 
Oyster Bay to line up with how this area is defined in the legislation.  

As a result of this redrawing of boundaries, the original block numbers have been changed so 
that the integrity of the time series is maintained for assessment and research purposes and 
researchers can easily compare historic and recent data by simply merging the data for new and 
old blocks together. 

Figure 2 shows the new boundaries (green lines), noting the area north of the line from Seaford 
Point to Weatherhead Point is the Great Oyster Bay Shark Refuge Area as defined in the 
Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015. From 1 March 2021 these fishing blocks will be identified as 
ES13N and ES14N. The area south of the new ES13N boundary is now included in ES15N. The 
areas east of the new ES15N boundary and south of the new ES13N and ES14N boundaries will 
be included in 6H13N. The area included in 6H13N is the only area where shark can be 
retained. This change will also reduce the number of flags when the data is entered into FILMS. 

https://maps.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap/app/list/map?bookmarkId=567155
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Figure 2: New block boundaries (green lines) and block numbers for Great Oyster Bay. Note the area north of the line 
from Seaford Point to Weatherhead Point is the Great Oyster Bay Shark Refuge Area as defined in the Fisheries 
(Scalefish) Rules 2015. From 1 March 2021 these fishing blocks will be identified as ES13N and ES14N. The small 
area south west of the new ES13N boundary is now included in ES15N. The areas east of the new ES15N boundary 
and south of the new ES13N and ES14N boundaries will be included in 6H13N. 

If you would prefer a clearer version of the scalefish fishing block maps that are shown in the 
commercial catch, effort, and disposal logbooks please contact the Scalefish Section and a 
printed copy will be sent to you. 

3.5 Use of gillnets  
You must not set or leave a commercial gillnet in State waters longer than six (6) hours. If you 
are endorsed to use a gillnet in a Shark Refuge Area then you must not set or leave your gillnet 
in the Shark Refuge Area for longer than six (6) hours and all shark (excluding elephantfish) must 
be released. Refer to Rule 15 and Rule 104 for the specific legislation. The exception is use of 
gillnets in the waters of Great Oyster Bay or East Coast Waters under certain conditions by the 
holder of a fishing licence (personal), fishing licence (vessel) and a fishing licence (scalefish A) or 
fishing licence (scalefish B) or fishing licence (scalefish C) or fishing licence (rock lobster) if:  

(a) none of those nets exceeds 200 metres in length; and 
(b) none of those nets are set within 50 metres of another net; and 
(c) the total combined length of those nets does not exceed 800 metres.   

Refer to Rule 24(1)(b) and Schedule 7, item 1 for more detail. 

You must not set or leave a commercial gillnet in State waters between one hour after sunset 
and one hour before sunrise unless you are attending your gillnets while they are set. More 
information on soak times and setting of gillnets can be found in Rule 104. 

Restrictions apply on using nets in many rivers and sheltered waters. These areas are described 
in Rule 24 and Rule 28 and the waters specified in Schedule 6. 

Detailed information on the areas of State waters that are closed to commercial fishing and/or 
various types of fishing gear can be found in the Operational Guide for the Commercial Scalefish 
Fishery. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS15@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS104@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS24@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS7@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS104@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS24@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS28@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS6@EN
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3.6 Assessment and research 
The Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) produces the Tasmanian Banded Morwong 
Fishery assessment report annually. These assessment reports are available for download on the 
IMAS website. IMAS is in the process of moving all fishery assessment reports online.  

The 2021/22 Banded Morwong Fishery Assessment report [published in October 2022] is 
available online at https://tasfisheriesresearch.org/bmw/. Please note that the online assessments 
continue to evolve as they are further developed, and pdf copies of the assessment reports will 
continue to be available until the new assessment website is fully functional. 

Figure 3 shows the five assessment regions of the fishery, three of which are within the quota 
managed area. Quota holders are able to take up to their available quota amount within any of, 
or any combination of, the three assessment regions. These regions are currently for assessment 
purposes only. Limits or caps may be placed on one or more of these regions if catch and effort 
becomes concentrated to a point that compromises the sustainability objectives of the fishery 
either at a State or regional level. 

 
Figure 3: A map of the spatial assessment approach to the commercial Banded Morwong Fishery. All fishing is 
conducted inside Tasmanian coastal waters. Assessment regions 1, 2 and 3 are in the TAC area. 

Catch reference points have been set for each assessment region, which are assessed on an 
annual basis. If exceeded, a review will be undertaken to determine how to ensure that the 

http://www.imas.utas.edu.au/research/fisheries-and-aquaculture/publications-and-resources
https://www.imas.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1620975/Tasmanian-Banded-Morwong-Fishery-Assessment-2021_22.pdf
https://tasfisheriesresearch.org/bmw/
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reference point is not exceeded in future, or to develop a rationale as to why it may be desirable 
to exceed a reference point. 

Research needs relevant to Banded Morwong are prioritised through the Scalefish Fishery 
Advisory Committee (SFAC). Research can be funded through the existing Sustainable Marine 
Research Collaboration Agreement (SMRCA)—a partnership between the Tasmanian 
Government, the University of Tasmania and the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies 
(IMAS)—or is prioritised for external funding through external processes such as the Fisheries 
Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) led Tasmanian Fisheries Research Advisory 
Committee (TasRAC). 

The following research projects relevant to Banded Morwong: 

• Population biology of Banded Morwong (biannual survey)—2023 is a survey year | 
SMRCA 

• Quantifying Banded Morwong, Bluethroat Wrasse and Purple Wrasse abundance and 
movements to sustain key fisheries in Tasmania - postgraduate | FRDC 

4. Closed season  
In 1995, a closed season (1 March to 30 April inclusive) was introduced to coincide with the 
peak spawning period. The primary objectives of the closure are to protect spawning fish and 
minimise wastage of fish at a time when they are most vulnerable to mortality in captivity.  

The closed season continues to apply annually from 1 March to 30 April (inclusive) and the take 
and possession of banded morwong in State waters is prohibited during this closure.  

The only exception is for possession of fish held on a fishing vessel or in a fish cauf that were 
taken during the open period—i.e., before the closure came into effect—which were recorded 
as “landed” in Part A of the Commercial Banded Morwong Quota Docket (F3137) and the pink 
sheet was sent in to NRE Tas in accordance with the instructions.  

For the relevant legislation go to Rule 14  of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015. 

5. Licence requirements  
The Banded Morwong Fishery is a sector within the Tasmanian Scalefish Fishery—a multi-gear 
and multi-species fishery.  

A person cannot commercially fish unless they are the holder of a fishing licence (personal). For 
the relevant legislation go to Rule 6 and Rule 7 of the Fisheries Rules 2019.  

To operate in the Banded Morwong Fishery a person must also be the holder or supervisor of a 
licence package with a fishing licence (vessel) and fishing licence (Scalefish A or B) and a fishing 
licence (banded morwong). For the relevant legislation go to Rule 37 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) 
Rules 2015. 

If you are operating in east coast waters—the TAC area—then you must also hold [uncaught] 
quota. Quota is not required if fishing in the non-TAC area. 

More information on scalefish licences can be found in the Operational Guide for the commercial 
Scalefish Fishery. 

https://www.frdc.com.au/project/2022-009
https://www.frdc.com.au/project/2022-009
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS14@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#GS6@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#GS7@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067
file://internal.dtpha.tas.gov.au/grp/WMR/MRS_Mar_Res/WFM_Wild_Fish/WFM_Shared/SCALEFISH%20SECTION/Fishery%20Guides/Banded%20Morwong%20Fishery%20Guide/2020-21%20Guide%20-%20new%20format/For%20the%20relevant%20legislation%20go%20to%20Rule%2037%20of%20the%20Fisheries%20(Scalefish)%20Rules%202015.
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6. Quota management  
6.1 Quota units  
There is a total of 1,192 quota units in the Banded Morwong Fishery. Whilst the number of 
quota units held by a licence holder will not change (unless that person buys or sells quota units) 
the unit value may be varied for each quota year.  

6.2 Determination of the total allowable catch (TAC) 
The TAC is determined following consideration of the most up to date scientific assessment of 
the stock status. The Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) is responsible for 
undertaking regular assessments of the Banded Morwong Fishery. The key assessment tool used 
by IMAS is the Banded Morwong Fishery model, which uses fishery information such as catch 
and effort as well as independently collected information of size and age composition to provide 
an assessment of likely harvest scenarios—which then inform the TAC setting process. 

The results from the IMAS fishery assessment are made available to industry via an annual 
industry forum and the Minister’s Scalefish Fishery Advisory Committee (SFAC). The SFAC and 
the NRE Tas then make recommendations to the Minister based on the information provided 
through these processes, and any other relevant information available at the time. 

The Banded Morwong Fishery Assessment has been a separate document to the Scalefish 
Fishery assessment since the 2016/17 season due to the different timing of the assessment 
period. Current and historical fishery assessments have monitored total catch in weight, and 
from 2016/17 the TAC has been set in weight of fish where each quota unit value is equal to a 
whole kilogram value.  

An ongoing review of the Banded Morwong assessment model has identified key sensitivities 
around biomass predictions which need to be addressed for stronger parameterisation and a 
potential update of the model structure. Key model sensitivities are identified by assessing and 
ranking modelling parameters in terms of:  

1. their impact on spawning biomass predictions and  
2. the potential to address associated uncertainties by reviewing existing and collecting new 

empirical data.  

Research needs to address key sensitivities for a better understanding of:  

1.  population sizes and movements across shallow and deep water reef habitats,  
2.  gear selectivity, and  
3.  the growth of young fish.  

The model was peer reviewed by scientists in the United Kingdom in 2022 and the “two region” 
assumption and associated migration rates between these “regions” was challenged due to lack 
of supporting evidence. In both the two region and single region model assumptions there is a 
gradual downward trend in predicted spawning biomass from now to 2026—although the single 
region assumption brings this closer to the limit reference point (30% of virgin biomass in 5 
years with a 90% confidence). 
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The model uses fishery catch and effort information as well as independent samples collected 
every two years. This means that a comprehensive assessment of the stock will only be available 
every two years. The next catch sampling program will be conducted in April 2023—the data 
collected will be used in the 2022/23 fishery assessment and in the model for the setting of the 
TAC for the 2023/24 quota year. 

Table 1: Total Allowable Catch for the east coast Banded Morwong Fishery for the 2022/23 and 2023/24 seasons. 

Quota Year TAC (kilograms) Quota Unit Value TAC (tonnes) 

2022/23 35,760 30 kg 35.8 

2023/24 35,760 30 kg 35.8 

6.3 Fisheries Integrated Licensing and Management System  
The licensing period for the Banded Morwong Fishery begins on 1 March each year and ends on 
the last day of February the following year. Upon renewal of a licence, available quota units will 
be specified on the fishing certificate along with the kilogram value per quota unit for that 
period. Renewal applications are sent to licence holders annually in mid-January.  

The 2011/12 licensing period was the first year that banded morwong quota was managed within 
the NRE Tas Fisheries Integrated Licensing and Management System (FILMS)—this system also 
being used to administer and monitor other quota managed fisheries such as rock lobster and 
abalone. 

Utilisation of the FILMS means that, with the provision of quota dockets, the NRE Tas is able to 
provide accurate quota balances for each licence throughout the fishing season and maintain a 
timely knowledge of landings from both inside and outside of the TAC area—an ability that the 
NRE Tas did not previously have. However, it is still the responsibility of fishers to keep track of 
their own quota balances.  

If you wish to receive your quota balance via email you will need to have provided NRE Tas with 
an email address and state that you wish to receive emails from us. Then at any time you wish to 
know your quota balance in FILMS, please send an email to fisheries.licensing@nre.tas.gov.au or 
fisheries.monitoring@nre.tas.gov.au with your request. Please ensure that your contact details 
are kept up to date. 

The Fisheries Digital Transition Project Fisheries Digital Transition Project | Fishing Tasmania 

6.4 Transferability of quota 
Banded morwong quota units are transferable on a permanent or seasonal basis between 
holders of a fishing licence (banded morwong), as per Rule 68 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 
2015. Only wholly uncaught units can be seasonally transferred. However, a permanent transfer 
of caught or partially caught units is permitted if the units are being transferred with the licence 
on which the quota units are specified—i.e., the licence is being transferred along with all 
specified quota units.  

Before a quota unit transfer is approved the transferor must declare that the quota units in 
question are wholly uncaught. The onus remains with the transferor and transferee to confirm 
that the (uncaught) units are available to transfer prior to submitting an application.  

mailto:fisheries.licensing@nre.tas.gov.au
mailto:fisheries.monitoring@nre.tas.gov.au
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences/fisheries-digital-transition-project
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS68@EN
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Expiry of the licence occurs on the last day of February each year—and all seasonally transferred 
quota units will return to the originating licence. Seasonal transfer applications can only be 
approved when both the transferor and transferee have renewed their licences. It is a good idea 
to check that both licences are renewed before entering into any agreement to ‘lease on’ quota.  

Prescribed fees apply to all transfer applications. Transfer forms are available for download at 
www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms. Details of what you need to transfer units, or a licence are listed 
on these forms. Alternatively, you can contact staff at the Fisheries Compliance and Licensing 
Branch by phoning (03) 6165 3000. 

6.5 Exceeding your quota unit balance  
The Rules do not provide overcatch provisions for the Banded Morwong Fishery—instead 
stating that it is an offence to exceed the available quota balance for the licence.  

However, if an offence has been committed and if the weight of fish taken in excess of the 
available quota balance is 30% or less, the Minister or his delegate may accept payment of an 
administrative penalty instead of pursuing prosecution proceedings relating to the offence. For 
more detailed information regarding offences relating to exceeding your quota unit balance, 
please refer to Rule 69 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015.  

The onus remains solely on the licence holder or fisher to ensure that they monitor their 
landings and quota unit balance closely so as not to exceed the amount available on their licence.  

6.6 Annual reconciliation 
Reconciliation of catch against authorised allocations will occur after the conclusion of each TAC 
year. Within the quota year it is the responsibility of each fisher to keep track of their 
authorised share of the TAC in relation to their actual catch. At any time during the year, fishers 
must be able to demonstrate that they have not exceeded the amount authorised on their 
licence. 

Penalties will apply for excess fish taken—as summarised under the ‘Penalties’ section in section 
4. If your quota balance is in overcatch at the end of the season then you will be sent a FILMS 
generated letter telling you of your level of overcatch and the associated penalties.  

If you wish to receive your quota balance via email you will need to have provided the NRE Tas 
with an email address and state that you wish to receive emails from us. Then at any time 
throughout the season you wish to know your quota balance in FILMS, please send an email to 
fisheries.licensing@nre.tas.gov.au or fisheries.monitoring@nre.tas.gov.au. Alternatively, 
telephone the Fisheries Compliance and Licensing Branch with your request. 

6.7 Limits of the concentration of any share of the TAC 
In response to industry concern regarding excessive concentration of quota units, limits are in 
place that restricts both the maximum number of units and licences that can be held by any 
person. Refer to Rule 66 and Rule 67 for the relevant legislation. Essentially a person may not 
hold or benefit from more than two licences or more than 200 quota units at any one time or in 
the same licensing year. This includes receiving any payment, financial advantage or deriving a 
benefit from licences and/or quota units and being listed as a supervisor on a licence that 
specifies a fishing licence (banded morwong). 

http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS69@EN
mailto:fisheries.licensing@nre.tas.gov.au
mailto:fisheries.monitoring@nre.tas.gov.au
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS66@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS67@EN
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7. Telephone reporting  
To make any of the following telephone reports you are required to call 1800 421 970 and 
answer questions relating to your intended fishing operations. The cost of the call is the same as 
for any other call of this type as per each fisher’s existing phone plan. The telephone reporting 
questions are listed in the relevant section. 

7.1 Pre-fishing report 
A telephone pre-fishing report is required to be made before starting your banded morwong 
fishing trip in the TAC area. You do not need to make a pre-fishing report if your fishing trip will 
be in the non-TAC area. 

The same applies if you are making a trip to your (unattended) fish cauf—located within the 
TAC Area—to transfer your banded morwong to a processor. If you have not made a pre-
fishing report you are not permitted to take or possess banded morwong within the TAC area.  

If your licence is endorsed for the use of a cauf and you have stored fish in this cauf at the end of 
a trip, you must make another pre-fishing report before you retrieve those fish and 
transfer them to a processor. There is now a question specifically referring to trips made for the 
purpose of retrieving fish from a fish cauf.  

You are committing an offence if you do not make a pre-fishing report before starting your 
banded morwong fishing trip or to retrieve fish from a fish cauf. A penalty exists for these 
offences. For more detail on the use of fish caufs, please refer to Section 8 “Fish Caufs and 
Holding Tanks”. 

PRE-FISHING REPORT QUESTIONS – REPORT CODE: BM1 

1. What is your entitlement number? 

2. What is the distinguishing mark of your vessel? 

3. What is the name of your vessel? 

4. What port are you leaving from? 

5. What is the date of departure? 

6. What is your estimated departure time? 

7. Are you unloading from a fish cauf? 

8. Which blocks do you intend to fish? 

9. What is your expected return date? 

10. What is your expected return time? 
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7.2 Transit report (BM2) 
Any Banded Morwong fisher operating in the non-TAC area who wishes to transit the TAC area 
whilst in possession of Banded Morwong must make a transit report at least two hours before 
entering the TAC area. The exception is for those fishers transporting Banded Morwong into 
the TAC area from west of Whale Head. Refer to Section 7.3 for the Instrument of Exemption. 

You are committing an offence if you do not make a transit report at least 2 hours before 
entering the TAC area. A penalty exists for this offence. Refer to Section 3.3 of for more detail 
on single area fishing trips.  

TRANSIT REPORT QUESTIONS – REPORT CODE: BM2 

1. What is the distinguishing mark of your vessel? 

2. What is the name of your vessel? 

3. What date will you enter the Banded Morwong TAC area? 

4. What time will you enter the Banded Morwong TAC area? 

5. What is your destination? 

6. Did you do any Banded Morwong fishing outside the TAC area? 

7. What is the total number of Banded Morwong held on the vessel? 

8. What fishing blocks were the Banded Morwong caught in? 

7.3 Instrument of exemption (transit report) 
An instrument of exemption is in place for banded morwong fishers operating in the non-TAC 
area west of Whale Head. This exemption allows the holder or supervisor of a fishing licence 
(banded morwong) to make a report to the reporting service, in relation to the transportation 
of the banded morwong into the TAC area after entering the TAC area but before entering the 
part of the TAC area north of the line of latitude running through Fishers Point at 43°34'12.6"S. 

 
Figure 4: Line of latitude running through Fishers Point. The transit report must be made by the holder or supervisor of 
the banded morwong licence before crossing the line of latitude at 43°34'12.6"S. 

https://www.tas.gov.au/publicinfo/notices/Pages/Instrument-of-Exemption.aspx


 

Page 27 of 46  
Operational Guide for the commercial Banded Morwong fishery | 2023 Edition  

7.4 Landing report (BM4) 
A telephone landing report is required to be made by all Banded Morwong fishers who land fish 
to transfer to a processor. The landing report must be made before the Banded Morwong are 
removed from the landing area.  

A landing report must be made regardless of if you have taken the Banded Morwong from inside 
or outside of the TAC area. 

If you are landing your fish to a processor whom has premises within 100 metres of the landing 
area then you will need to wait 30 minutes after you have made the landing report before the 
Banded Morwong are moved into the processor premises. This will allow time for Tasmania 
Police to come and inspect your catch if they choose to. 

You are committing an offence if you do not make a landing report before the Banded Morwong 
are removed from the landing area. A penalty exists for this offence. 

LANDING REPORT QUESTIONS – REPORT CODE BM4 

1. What is your entitlement number? 

2. What is the distinguishing mark of the vessel from which the fish were landed? 

3. What is the name of your vessel? 

4. What is your place of landing? 

5. What is the exact number of fish being landed? 

6. If known, what is the exact weight of fish being landed? 

7. Who is the processor receiving the fish? 

8. What location are the fish being moved to? 

9. What is the registration number of the vehicle transporting the fish? 

 

 

7.5 Cancellation report (BM3) 
If—after having made a telephone report—you do not end up doing the reported activity then 
you must call 1800 421 970 and make a cancellation report of that activity. 

CANCELLATION REPORT QUESTIONS – REPORT CODE: BM3 

1. May I have your old reference number 

2. What is the reason for the cancellation 

3. What is the distinguishing mark of the vessel? 

4. What type of report are you cancelling? 
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8.  Fish caufs and holding tanks 
If you are using a fish cauf to hold fish, such as wrasse, in any unattended fish cauf you will 
need to apply for an endorsement. Once approved, this endorsement will be specified on the 
relevant fishing licence (class scalefish), stating the location of the cauf as well as any restrictions 
relating to its use. It is an offense to use an unattended fish cauf if you do not hold an 
endorsement to do so (Rule 118). 

8.1 Attended fish cauf 
This type of cauf is used to store your retained catch in close proximity to your fishing vessel 
and under your close and direct supervision while fishing. 

You do not require an endorsement to use a cauf in this manner. 

If you are camping on land at night during a fishing trip and you are storing your catch in your 
fish cauf then you will need to demonstrate that the cauf is in close proximity and under close 
and direct supervision in the same way as if you were at sea. If you cannot do this then you will 
need to apply for an endorsement for the use of an unattended fish cauf. 

8.2 Unattended fish cauf 
This type of cauf is for when you want to store your fish at the end of one or more fishing trips 
until you have enough to transfer to a processor, receiver or their agent.  

You will need to keep detailed records including the date and how many fish you put in or take 
out of this cauf — in addition to completing your catch and effort logbook at the end of each 
trip in accordance with the instructions. 

You will require an endorsement on your fishing licence (class scalefish) to use an unattended 
fish cauf — nominating the exact location (the latitude/longitude position) of where you intend 
to use this type of cauf. Refer to Rule 118 for the relevant legislation. 

Important note:  Any fisher using a fish cauf or holding tank is required to keep detailed 
written records — suitable for inspection at any time — of the exact number of fish added to or 
removed from the holding facility each time fish are added or removed. 

In order for a licence to be endorsed for the use of an unattended fish cauf or holding tank 
an application must be completed and lodged with the Licensing and Administration Branch of 
the NRE. Forms are available for download at www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms or by contacting the 
Licensing on (03) 6165 3000.  

8.3 Holding tanks 
A holding tank is used to hold live fish on land or on a pier, jetty or other artificial extension of 
land. You must hold an endorsement on your fishing licence (class scalefish) nominating the 
location of the holding tank. You must also comply with your local council regulations — if any. 
Refer to Rule 119 for the relevant legislation. 

Part A of the quota docket must be completed—including weighing the fish—before leaving the 
place of landing and before placing fish in a holding tank. You must also make a landing report 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS118@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS118@EN
http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS119@EN
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before you leave the place of landing. These fish will be deducted from your quota balance. You 
will need to keep detailed records including the date and how many fish you put in or take out 
of your holding tank—in addition to completing your catch and effort logbook at the end of each 
trip in accordance with the instructions. 

If you are placing fish caught in the non-TAC area you will still be required to complete Part A of 
the quota docket—but do not complete the ‘Quota Balance Details’ section otherwise the 
amount landed may be deducted from your quota balance when they shouldn’t be. 

If you are unloading fish from a holding tank to transfer to a fish processor, receiver or their 
agent you are not required to complete the section under “Landing Details” in Part A of the 
docket—or the Quota Balance Details section—as these fish will have already been deducted 
from your quota balance. You are still required to complete all other sections of Part A, and 
Part B will need to be completed by the fish processor or their agent. The yellow sheet of the 
quota docket must be given to the receiver of the banded morwong. 

Important Note: Any fisher using a fish cauf or holding tank is required to keep detailed 
written records—suitable for inspection at any time—of the exact number of fish added to or 
removed from the holding facility each time fish are added or removed. 

In order for a licence to be endorsed for the use of an unattended fish cauf or holding tank an 
application must be completed and lodged with the Fisheries Compliance and Licensing Branch 
of the NRE Tas. Forms are available for download at www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms or by 
contacting the Fisheries Compliance and Licensing Branch on (03) 6165 3000.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms
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9. Banded morwong commercial catch, 
effort, and disposal return 

As a result of the review of all returns and dockets it was decided to move the banded morwong 
fishery catch and effort into a new form. There is a now separate version for all holders of a 
banded morwong licence. You can still record your scalefish catch in this return and is the only 
version of the return that can be used if you are the holder of a banded morwong licence. 

Figure 5 shows an example of the current Commercial Banded Morwong Catch, Effort and Disposal 
Record Book which was released in 2022 and must now be used by all banded morwong fishers.  

 
Figure 5: Commercial Banded Morwong Catch, Effort and Disposal Return (F3032). 

Banded morwong fishers are required to send completed returns to NRE Tas within 
48 hours after the end of each trip along with the associated quota docket if banded 
morwong have been landed.  

If you are not on a banded morwong fishing trip and have targeted any other species in the 
Scalefish Fishery during the closed season or during any other month, then your returns must be 
sent to the NRE Tas within 48 hours of the end of each month—including “Nil Returns”. For 
example, all returns for May must be sent to the NRE Tas by the 2 June.  

Penalties apply if you do not follow the instructions in your logbook (Division 2 - Records of the 
Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995).  

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025#HP6@HD2@EN
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9.1 Completing your banded morwong commercial catch, 
effort, and disposal return accurately 

The information provided below is in no way to be taken as a complete guide to requirements of 
licence holders/fishers. Licence holders/fishers are required to be familiar with the instructions 
contained within the Commercial Banded Morwong Catch, Effort and Disposal Return 
Book (F3032) in addition to the full information that has been summarised within this 
document.  

It is your responsibility to read the instructions of any logbook and/or quota docket book 
carefully before you complete your returns. If you do not complete records in accordance with 
the instructions in your logbook you may incur a penalty. More information on what penalties 
apply can be found in Division 2 - Records of the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995.  

If—after reading the instructions—you are still unsure of what to do in a particular 
circumstance, please contact Fisheries Monitoring on (03) 6165 3000.  

Recording your catch, effort, and disposal data as accurately as possible is important for the 
following reasons. 

• Your catch and effort information are used by IMAS to produce the annual fishery 
assessments. This information is used to determine whether a species is “sustainable”, 
“depleting”, “recovering” or “depleted”. 

• The outcomes of the assessment and the catch and effort data itself is used by fishery 
managers to monitor how much catch and/or effort is happening in different areas and to 
determine if any management action is required. 

• Your disposal information is used to verify how you are using your catch, whether you 
sell to a processor, restaurant, or ex-vessel. 

Recording information on your interactions with protected species, such as seals, are also 
important as researchers will be able to determine if interaction levels are changing over time. 
This is in addition to your legal obligation under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) to report all physical interactions with a protected species. 

Below are examples of how to complete each section of your Commercial Banded 
Morwong Catch, Effort and Disposal Return (F3032). These records must be completed 
in accordance with Rule 39 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015 where the holder of a 
commercial fishing licence must complete scalefish records – 

(a) Within 4 hours immediately after landing the scalefish; and 

(b) Before any of the scalefish so landed are moved outside the landing area; and 

(c) Before any of the scalefish so landed are moved inside a temporary structure or a 
building; and 

(d) If the fishing vessel is on a fishing trip that lasts longer than 24 hours, before the end of 
each day of that fishing trip. 

Remember that you will need to start a new line if you are using different types of gear on the 
same day or fishing in different blocks on the same fishing trip as per the previous version of the 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025#HP6@HD2@EN
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc
https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS39@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068
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logbook. Ensure you accurately record the type and amount of gear you are using per set and 
the number of sets (required for gillnets). 

Please ensure you complete your catch, effort and disposal information correctly. If 
you do not, then a Fisheries Monitoring Officer will need to contact you to verify 
and correct any errors—this wastes not only your time and that of NRE Tas staff, 
but also slows down the data entry process. 

9.2 Part A: trip and fishing details 
Enter your banded morwong entitlement number (if on a banded morwong trip), the 
distinguishing mark of your vessel, your vessel name, the month and year you are fishing, and 
how many pages you have used. If you are not fishing for a particular month please also mark the 
“nil return” with an “X”. 

 
Figure 6: Part A, which is the section of the commercial banded morwong catch, effort and disposal record where you 
complete your trip and your effort and catch (banded morwong and other scalefish species), discards of assessed and 
no take species, and protected species interaction records. 

Next you enter your fishing details for each day of fishing. Remember, if you fish in different 
fishing blocks or use different fishing gear when on the same trip then you will need to complete 
a new line for each change. Record all catch and effort details and include all details of 
interactions with protected species. If you retain any catch for use as bait it must be recorded in 
this section using the form code “B”. 

If you retain other species caught while on a banded morwong trip, it is important that you 
record the fish names correctly—for example “greenback flounder” not “flounder”, “gummy 
shark” not “shark”, “bastard trumpeter” not “trumpeter”, “Mãori octopus” not “octopus” etc. If 
you are unsure of the species, the free Tasmanian Sea Fishing Guide app has illustrations of many 
species found in State waters which may help you. 

You must also record certain species that you discard. We ask this so that IMAS can work 
towards a more complete understanding of how much of an assessed species is caught. The list 
of discard species can be found in a table on the fold out flap of your return book, along with the 
associated discard codes. 

You must also record your interactions with protected species here. The species and interaction 
codes are located on the fold out flap of your logbook. If you need guidance on identifying 
protected species, there are a couple of options—BirdLife Tasmania and TSIC produced a 
Tasmanian Seabird Identification Guide many years ago that is available for download, and the 

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/publications-and-products/tasmanian-sea-fishing-guide-app
http://direct.birdlife.org.au/images/uploads/branches/documents/TAS__TSIC_bird_I.D._booklet.pdf
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Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) has an excellent protected species 
indentification guide also available for download on their website. 

For more information on how to complete the Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Record 
book generally, please refer to Section 11 of the “Operational Guide for the commercial Scalefish 
Fishery”. 

9.3 Part B: catch disposal 
Part B of the Commercial Banded Morwong Catch, Effort and Disposal Return must be 
completed for catch disposal of Banded Morwong in addition to other scalefish species retained.  

 
Figure 7: Part B is the section of the commercial banded morwong catch, effort and disposal return where you record 
your banded morwong quota docket information (copy from relevant quota docket) as well as the number of banded 
morwong that were not transferred and the reason code for why not. The reason codes are located on the fold out flap. 
You must also record other scalefish species that you sell or transfer in the Catch Disposal section of Part B. 

When you land banded morwong and have completed your quota docket, you must record the 
quota docket number and date of transfer in the space provided. You must also record the 
weight and number of banded morwong “transferred” and the number and reason code (located 
on fold out flap) of banded morwong “not transferred”. 

For more examples of what you need to do regarding species other than Banded Morwong, 
please refer to Section 11 of the “Operational Guide for the commercial Scalefish Fishery” 

This information is extremely important in providing data on catch rates as well as information 
on those fish that are not retained—including undersize and oversize fish. These data and other 
biological information are used by researchers to evaluate if the Banded Morwong Fishery is 
sustainable and is also used to determine future Total Allowable Catch. 

The addition of Banded Morwong disposal in Part B allows FILMS to match catch data with 
landed data and with further strengthen the integrity of the quota management system.  

A new section in the “estimated weight” section means you are now required to record discards 
of the species listed on the fold out flap—these are assessed or no take species. Discard reason 
codes are also listed on the fold out flap. 

For other scalefish species caught, it is important that you record the fish names correctly—for 
example “greenback flounder” not “flounder”, “gummy shark” not “shark”, “bastard trumpeter” 
not “trumpeter” etc. You must also record your interactions with protected species here.  

9.4 Declaration  
Once Parts A, B and C (if diposing of scalefish landed other than banded morwong) have been 
completed the supervisor of the vessel must sign and date the Declaration.  

https://www.afma.gov.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2014/12/protected-species-id-guide.pdf
https://www.afma.gov.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2014/12/protected-species-id-guide.pdf
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Figure 8: The section of the commercial banded morwong catch, effort and disposal return where you print your name, 
then sign and date the declaration certifying that the information provided in the form is complete and correct. 

A reminder that all commercial banded morwong catch, effort and disposal returns must be sent 
with your quota dockets to NRE Tas within 48 hours of the end of your landing event. 

9.5 Provision of receipts for transfer or sale  
You must provide a receipt when you sell or transfer any catch. The quota docket has been 
designed so that it complies with the legal requirements to provide a receipt for the sale and/or 
transfer of banded morwong, however it does not cover other scalefish species that you sell or 
transfer. For other scalefish species you may wish to provide your own receipts—ensuring they 
meet the information requirements as specified in Rule 13 of the Fisheries Rules 2019)—
alternatively you may use the new Fish Transfer or Sale Receipt book (F3034) available for 
free from the Fisheries Compliance and Licensing Branch. 

 
Figure 9: Example of the new Fish Transfer or Sales Receipt (F3034). You do not send copies of these receipts to 
NRE Tas, as they are for your records and your customer records only.  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-067#GS13@EN
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10. Quota dockets – Part A (fisher) 
The Commercial Banded Morwong Quota Docket (F3137) (quota docket) is mandatory for the 
landing and catch transfer details of all Banded Morwong—whether taken from inside or outside 
of the TAC area. The quota docket provides a greater level of integrity in the quota system and 
enables almost “real time” quota/catch monitoring—benefiting both licence holders and the 
management of the fishery. 

In addition, before the fish leave the place of landing all fishers must now make a “Landing 
Report”. Refer to Section 7.4 for more information. 

It is important that you read the instructions of the quota docket book carefully. If you are 
unsure of an instruction, please contact NRE for clarification. Several questions relating to use of 
quota dockets are answered in Section 14. The information provided below is in no way to be 
taken as a complete guide to requirements of licence holders/fishers. 

The fisher completes Part A and the processor (or agent) completes Part B. Please note that the 
weight recorded in Part A is the amount decremented from your quota balance. The combined 
received and rejected weights in Part B should match the weight in Part A. If these weights do 
not match you will be contacted by a Fisheries Monitoring Officer to find out why. 

You must fill in this form and make a landing report every time you land or transfer 
Banded Morwong to a processor/receiver or to your holding tank (if your licence is 
so endorsed)—even if you are fishing outside the TAC area. The information contained 
in the quota docket is used to monitor and decrement your catch from your authorised quota 
unit balance in weight (kilograms) and provides additional rigour to the compliance arrangements 
in place for this fishery. 

Details of what needs to be completed in Part A in certain circumstances, and Part B are shown 
in Figures 8, 9 and 10. Refer to the instructions in the quota docket book for the step by step 
instructions for each section. 

If you would like to know how the fishery is tracking against the TAC then you can go to the 
Banded Morwong Fishery Catch Updates page on the Fishing Tasmania website at 
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fisheries/scalefish-fishery/banded-
morwong-fishery. 

  

https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fisheries/scalefish-fishery/banded-morwong-fishery
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fisheries/scalefish-fishery/banded-morwong-fishery
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/commercial-fishing/commercial-fisheries/scalefish-fishery/banded-morwong-fishery
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The fisher who caught, and is landing the fish must complete Part A. 

 
Figure 10: Example of what needs to be completed in Part A of the Commercial Banded Morwong Quota Docket book 
(F3137). This section must be completed by the holder or supervisor of the licence only.  

 

If you are transferring your catch to your endorsed holding tank you must complete section the 
“Landing Details” in Part A of the quota docket as you would when transferring your catch to a 
processor or their agent (Figure 10)—but in the “banded morwong consigned to” section you 
write in the address of where the holding tank is located instead of the processor name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A landing report must be 
made by all fishers at least 1 
hour before the fish leave 
the place of landing. 

The “Quota Balance Details” 
must be completed for all 
trips where the fish were 
taken inside the TAC Area.  
DO NOT complete this 
section if the fish were 
taken in the Non-TAC area. 
 

Weight (kg) landed can be 
recorded as whole 
kilograms or to one (1) 
decimal place. 

Record the associated BM 
catch, effort and disposal 
return number here. 

The number of banded 
Morwong landed field must 
be completed if transporting 
your fish to a processor and 
should generally match the 
numbers in your catch 
return. 
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If you are unloading all of your fish from your endorsed holding tank to a processor at the 
location of the holding tank you will need to complete a new quota docket form. Note: these 
fish have either already been deducted from the fisher’s quota docket balance as per the original 
docket when these fish were originally transferred to the “holding tank” or were originally taken 
outside the TAC area and were not required to come off the fisher’s quota balance. 

 
Figure 11: Example of what to complete in Part A of the Commercial Banded Morwong Quota Docket book (F3137) 
when landing your catch to an endorsed holding tank and unloading your catch stored in your endorsed holding tank to 
a processor or their agent. This section must be completed by the fisher only. A reminder that the fisher must include 
their business address so that the quota docket meets the requirements of a “receipt”. 

The fisher must not complete Part B of the Commercial Banded Morwong Quota Docket as this 
section must be completed by the processor or their agent. 

 

 

 

 

DO NOT complete 
the “Landing Details” 
or “Quota Balance 
Details” sections 
when unloading from 
a holding tank to 
transfer to a 
processor or 
receiver. 
 

You will need to 
write in the original 
[i.e., parent] quota 
docket number(s) for 
when these fish were 
first landed to the 
holding tank—
regardless of whether 
they were taken 
inside or outside the 
TAC area. 
 

Ensure the “were the 
Banded Morwong 
unloaded from a holding 
tank?” box is ticked 
when unloading from 
your endorsed holding 
tank. 
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11. Quota dockets – Part B (processor) 
All processors and receivers of banded morwong (or their agent) must complete Part B of the 
Commercial Banded Morwong Quota Docket (F3137)—including signing and dating the 
declaration—upon receiving fish from the holder of a fishing licence (banded morwong).   

The processor (or their agent) receiving the banded morwong must complete Part B. The fisher 
must not complete Part B. 

The instructions for completing Part B can be found on the fold out flap of the quota docket 
book. 

 
Figure 12: Example of Part B from the Commercial Banded Morwong Quota Docket book (F3137). This section must 
be completed by the processor (or agent) receiving the banded morwong. 

Version 5 (F3137) of the quota docket book has two sections that need to be completed by the 
person receiving the banded morwong.  

The first is to record the weight and number of ‘live’ banded morwong received. Please note 
that the number of banded morwong received is only required to be recorded in circumstances 
where the fisher has transported the fish to the processor and only declared the number of fish 
in Part A—i.e., did not weigh the fish off before leaving the place of landing. The processor will 
need to weigh the fish and count them to ensure the total number matches that declared in Part 
A.  

The second is to record the weight and number of dead/rejected banded morwong not accepted 
by the processor. This section must be completed in circumstances where a fisher transports 
fish to the processor (or they meet on the road) and the processor rejects a portion of the 
catch. The yellow copy goes with the fish on transfer. 

To ensure the integrity of the quota management is maintained, it is important that all landed fish 
are accounted for regardless of whether they are accepted or rejected by the processor. 

All banded morwong that have been landed and transferred to a processor/receiver must be 
accompanied by the yellow copy of the completed banded morwong quota docket. 

The number of fish is 
only required in Part 
B when a fisher 
transports the fish to 
the processor.  
If the fish were 
received at the place 
of landing then these 
boxes can remain 
blank. 

Kilograms received 
and rejected can be 
recorded as either 
whole kilograms or to 
one (1) decimal place. 
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Please ensure you complete your quota docket information correctly. If you do not, 
then a Fisheries Monitoring Officer will need to contact you to verify and correct 
any errors—this wastes not only your time and that of NRE Tas staff, but also slows 
down the data entry process. 

12. Infringements and penalties 
There are penalties for breaching the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015. The penalty structure is set 
out in the Fisheries (Penalties) Regulations 2011.  

The rules also have Infringement Notices that may be served by fisheries officers—subject to the 
level of the offence. These are located in Schedule 10 – Infringement Notice Offences and 
Penalties of the rules. 

The following penalties apply to any holder of a fishing licence (banded morwong) for catch that 
exceeds that authorised on a licence.  

Authorisation exceeded by Administrative penalty  Statutory Penalty 

< or = 10% Payment to the NRE of 1.5 times the 
market value 

Grade 3 penalty 

>10% and <=30% Payment to the NRE of 2 times the 
market value 

Grade 3 penalty 

>30% N/A Grade 3 penalty 

The market value for banded morwong is determined by the Secretary to be $27.00 per 
kilogram—note that this is an increase as a result of a periodic review completed in 2018. 

If legal action is undertaken in relation to taking and/or possessing more banded morwong from 
the TAC area than is specified on a fishing licence (banded morwong)—a finding of guilt under 
Section 267 of the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 would require the Magistrate to 
impose a special penalty of 10 times the value of fish in addition to the grade 3 penalty. The 
penalty structure is set out in the Fisheries (Penalties) Regulations 2011.  

Penalties also apply to other offences including, but not limited to: 

• failing to make a telephone report;  

• undertaking a dual area fishing trip;  

• not completing approved records (including catch and effort logbooks and quota dockets 
in accordance with the instructions contained in each book); and  

• using a fish cauf or holding tank without endorsement. 

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sr-2011-012
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS10@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#JS10@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025#GS267@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2011-012
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13. Interactions with protected species  
An interaction with a protected species—such as a seal, seabird or cetacean (whale, dolphin 
etc)—is when you, your vessel and/or your fishing gear physically interacts with a threatened, 
endangered or protected species (TEPS).  

For example: 
• If a seabird lands on your boat for a rest—this is not an interaction—but if it lands on 

your boat and starts engaging with your catch, then this is an interaction.  
• If a seal is swimming around your boat—this is not an interaction, however, if the seal 

interferes with your nets, lines and/or the catch in your nets or on your lines then this is 
an interaction.  

• If your vessel hits a whale, dolphin, or seal—this is an interaction. 
• If your fishing gear entangles, hooks, or traps a seal, seabird or cetacean (whales and 

dolphins)—this is an interaction. 
Your legal obligation under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 
Act) means that all physical interactions between a fishing operation and protected species must 
be reported in your return. Please ensure you record the species code, number of animals and 
the interaction code—these codes are listed in the fold out flap of your catch and effort 
logbook. If you wish to comment about the interaction in more detail, then write this in the 
“comments” section of your catch and effort return. This information is primarily used by 
researchers to understand if fishing interactions with specific species are changing over time, in 
addition to your legal obligation under the EPBC Act. 

In addition to recording interactions with TEPS in your logbook, please contact the 24-hour 
Marine Wildlife (Whale) Hotline on 0427 942 537 (0427 WHALES) to report sightings and 
stranding of whales and dolphins, or interactions with whales, dolphins, seals, or seabirds. 
Guidelines for viewing and approaching whales and dolphins are in the fold out flap of the 
Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal Record Book.  

If a seal or a cetacean becomes entangled within your gear do not attempt to disentangle 
the animal yourself, but immediately ring the 24-hour Marine Wildlife (Whale) Hotline on 
0427 942 537 (0427 WHALES) and seek professional advice. If you are outside of phone 
range call TAS MARITIME RADIO on VHF Channel 16 and advise them of the 
entanglement. They will initiate procedures to collect information and notify the disentanglement 
team who will provide advice via VHF radio. 
If you wish to use seal crackers or bean bags as a deterrent for seals in the area where you are 
fishing, you will need to contact the NRE Environment Business Unit. Wildlife Officers will assess 
your eligibility to participate in a seal deterrent permit training session. On satisfactory 
completion of this training session, you may be issued with a permit for the use of seal crackers 
in accordance with the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021. To use bean bags you will 
also need a current firearms licence—issued under the appropriate purpose and conditions—to 
comply with the Firearms Act 1996 and the Firearms Regulations 2016. 

https://www.awe.gov.au/environment/epbc
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2021-093
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1996-023
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2016-084
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Please contact the NRE Tas Environment Business Unit via email at 
wildlife.reception@nre.tas.gov.au or by phone on 03 6165 4305 to register your interest in a 
permit training session.  
Whales, dolphins, seals and most seabird species are scheduled as Protected wildlife under the 
Nature Conservation Act 2002 and some are also listed under the Threatened Species Protection Act 
1995. It is illegal to ‘take’ (which means, for example, to intentionally or negligently kill, injure, 
pursue, catch, shoot) any Protected wildlife or Threatened species. The maximum penalty for 
‘taking’ Protected wildlife is up to $17,200 and for Threatened species is $102,500 and/or 12 
months in prison. 

  

mailto:wildlife.reception@nre.tas.gov.au
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2002-063
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-083
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-083
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14. Frequently asked questions (FAQs) 
Below are responses to frequently asked questions that may assist to answer your queries. 
Please note that detailed instructions about how to complete your catch and effort logbook and 
quota docket are included in each book.  

The information provided below is in no way to be taken as a complete guide to requirements of 
licence holders/fishers. Licence holders/fishers are required to be familiar with the instructions 
contained within the Commercial Banded Morwong Catch, Effort and Disposal Return book and the 
Commercial Banded Morwong Quota Docket Book in addition to the information summarised within 
this document.  

If—after reading the instructions—you are still unsure of what to do in a particular situation, 
please contact the Fisheries Compliance and Licensing Branch on (03) 6165 3000. 

14.1 When do I need to complete and submit my catch and 
effort returns?  

As per Rule 39 of the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015, you must fill out your return with your 
catch and effort information for every fishing trip.  

This must be done: 

• within 4 hours of completing a fishing trip; and  

• before any fish are moved inside any (permanent or temporary) structure; and 

• before any fish leave the landing area.  

If the fishing trip lasts longer than 24 hours, then your logbook must be completed before the 
end of each day of the trip. This means you will need to have your logbook on your vessel when 
on a on multi-day fishing trip. 

When on a fishing trip for banded morwong, you are now required to send your catch and 
effort returns to NRE Tas within 48 hours of the end of your fishing trip along with your 
completed quota docket. 

If you did not fish in a month, then you are still required to submit a “Nil Return” for that 
month. You must send in the blue sheet of your completed catch and effort return (for “Nil 
Returns”) within 48 hours of the end of that month—i.e., by the 2nd day of the following month 
with the “Nil Return box marked with an “X”. For example, your “Nil Return” return for May 
will need to be sent to NRE Tas by the 2nd of June.  

Refer to Section 9 of this document for more information on the Catch, Effort and Disposal 
Return. 

14.2  Who can I sell my banded morwong catch to? 
You can land your banded morwong catch to a Tasmanian licenced processor (or agent) who 
holds a banded morwong processing endorsement on their fish processing licence. 

You can also sell or transfer your catch directly to a receiver within Tasmania or interstate who 
is not a Tasmanian licenced processor. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2015-068#GS39@EN
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14.3 When do I need to complete a quota docket 
You must fill out a quota docket when you land banded morwong. If you are taking caught fish 
and leaving them in an endorsed (unattended) fish cauf before you end your fishing trip you do 
not need to fill out a quota docket—although you are still required to fill out your catch and 
effort information in the Commercial Banded Morwong Catch, Effort and Disposal Return book, as 
well as keep a record of the date and number of fish that are placed in and taken out of your 
cauf.  

However, if you land fish and transfer them to a holding tank, you must fill in a quota docket 
before leaving the landing area. Part A must be completed before leaving the landing area, 
including the licence supervisor’s declaration. You must make a “landing report” to the 
telephone reporting service before you leave the landing area. Part B must be completed at the 
time and place where the fish transfer takes place. For information on how you complete the 
quota docket please refer to Section 10. 

14.4 I’m not fishing in the TAC area—do I need to fill out a 
quota docket? 

YES. All banded morwong landed must be recorded using the Commercial Banded Morwong Quota 
Docket Book, regardless of where they were taken. Refer to Section 10 for information on how 
to complete your quota docket. 

14.4 I Intend to fish in the non-TAC area – do I need to make a 
pre-fishing report? 

NO. If you intend to fish in the non-TAC area you are not required to make a pre-fishing report. 
However, if you need to transit the TAC area to land your fish then you will need to make a 
transit telephone report at least 2 hours prior to entering the TAC area as described in Section 
7.2. 

14.5  Do I need to make a telephone report every time I land 
banded morwong? 

YES. If you intend to land fish to either transfer your fish to a processor in the landing area, or 
to transport your fish to a processor yourself, or to transfer them to your holding tank then you 
must make a telephone landing report before the fish leave the landing area.  

Write the telephone landing report receipt number in the relevant space in Part A of the quota 
docket before the fish leave the landing area, so that the receipt number is on the yellow copy of 
the quota docket when the fish leave your possession.  

Please note that if you are transferring fish to a processor and the landing area—as defined in 
the Fisheries (Scalefish) Rules 2015—is within 100 metres of the processor premises then you 
must not move your fish for 30 minutes after the landing report was made to the telephone 
reporting service. Refer to Section 7.4 for more information. 
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14.6 I’ve caught fish in the non-tac area west of Whale head and 
can’t get a mobile signal to make my transit report until I 
am inside the TAC area—what do I do? 

On the 23 December 2019 an Instrument of Exemption was signed by the then DPIPWE General 
Manager (Water and Marine Resources). This instrument exempts fishers from making their 
transit report in relation to the transportation of the banded morwong into the TAC area, 
before entering the part of the TAC area north of the line of latitude running through Fishers 
Point at 43°34’12.6”S. This means you must make your telephone transit report BEFORE you 
cross the line of latitude running through Fishers Point. This exemption does not apply to any 
other non-TAC area. Refer to Section 7.3 for more information. 

14.7 Why do I need to record the species I discard? 
We are now including discards for other scalefish species in Part B. You already record your 
discarded banded morwong so the new columns are covering other scalefish species. 

Currently the Scalefish Fishery Assessment report is based on retained species and we would 
like to get better data on the estimated weight of species that are discarded, and the reasons 
why. 

14.8 When do I have to send my paperwork in? 
Completed catch and effort returns and quota dockets must be sent to the NRE Tas within 48 
hours of the time of receipt by the fish processor/receiver or within 48 hours of the time of 
landing if fish have been transferred to a fish cauf or holding tank. Refer to Section 9 and Section 
10 for more information. 

14.9 Do I need to make a telephone report when unloading fish 
from a fish cauf? 

YES. Making a trip to transport fish from your fish cauf to land is deemed to be a ‘fishing trip’. 
You must have a telephone pre-fishing report receipt number for that fishing trip if you are in 
possession of, or intend to be in possession of, banded morwong in State waters and record this 
in the space provided in Part A of the associated quota docket.  

If you are landing fish from an (unattended) fish cauf at the end of a fishing trip for which you 
have already made a telephone report—i.e., you are collecting the fish on the way to the landing 
area at the end of your trip—then you do not need to make another telephone report. Refer to 
Section 7 for more information. 

14.10 Do I need to complete a quota docket when I unload fish 
to a processor from my holding tank? 

YES. However, you only need to complete the following parts in Part A and the “Declaration”.  

• The “Vessel Details”. 
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• Tick the “Were the banded morwong unloaded from a holding tank” box.  

• Write in the quota docket number used when the fish were first landed in the “Parent 
docket number section” of Part A. 

Note: The “Parent Docket Number” is the quota docket number that was used when the fish 
were originally landed to the holding tank.  

Part B will need to be completed in full by the processor or their agent. 

14.11 What do I need to do if I interact with a seal, seabird, 
dolphin, whale, or other protected species when fishing? 

Refer to the information provided in Section 12 of this booklet. You must also record your 
interaction in Part B of your Catch, Effort and Disposal return. 

14.12 What do I do if I come across a dead or injured seal, 
seabird, dolphin, whale, or other protected marine 
species? 

Call the Marine Wildlife (Whale) hotline on 0427 942 537 (0427 WHALES) and report what 
you have found and where you found it, and they will advise you what to do next. Do not 
remove a carcass from the location you found it. If you are out of mobile phone range call TAS 
MARITIME RADIO on VHF Channel 16 and advise them of the issue (including an 
entanglement). They will initiate procedures to collect information and notify the 
response/disentanglement team who will provide further advice. 

14.13 What do I do at the end of the quota year when I have 
completed my last fishing trip but have not landed all of 
my banded morwong? 

You can only hold fish during the closed season under specific circumstances. Where the fish 
were taking in the open season and are held on a fishing vessel or in a fish cauf and they were 
taken during the open season—i.e., before 1 March—and have been recorded as “landed” in 
Part A of the commercial banded morwong quota docket and the docket was sent to NRE Tas 
in accordance with the instructions.
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