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Table 2: SFAC action arising from previous meetings 

Meeting no., 
Agenda Item no. 

Action item Action by Outcome 

SFAC 67, item 2(ii) 
IMAS and DPIPWE to determine structure of 
Scalefish RAG going forward and bring back to the 
next meeting for discussion. 

IMAS/DPIPWE Ongoing 

SFAC 68, item 3 

DPIPWE to investigate instruments for removing 
the time period required for making a transit 
reports when fishing in the non-TAC area located 
west of Whale Head out of session and provide 
draft text for the FAC to review. 

Mal Budd 

Frances Seaborn 

Complete. 
Discussed in 
Agenda item 
5.
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Table 3: Research priorities for the scalefish fishery 

Meeting no.  Species or Fishery Research required Status Priority Potential Funding Source 

61 

3/10/2016 
[updated 
SFAC 69] 

Garfish 

Better understanding of if the fishery is 
undergoing availability issues or 
recruitment failure. Review existing 
closures and determine if timing and 
zones are appropriate, particularly for the 
north. 

Recent honours project has highlighted 
discrepancies with the aging work 
(related to interpretation) and this has an 
impact on how the stock is assessed and 
what is going on with the stocks 
themselves. 

Issues now and in the past is that due to 
closures IMAS does not get samples of 
fish when they are potentially spawning. 

High TasRAC 

61 

3/10/2016 
[updated 
SFAC 69] 

Wrasse 

Status of wrasse stocks: assessing the 
impacts of fishing at localised and regional 
scales. 

There is currently no research on these 
species besides reviewing catch and effort 
trends. 

This is an important component of the 
Scalefish Fishery. 

Likely to be the highest value species in 
the scalefish fishery. Anecdotal reports 
received from industry that localised 
depletions and serial depletions have 
occurred in some regions. Transitional 
size will give indication of fishing pressure. 

IMAS included a proposal on their 
proposed Scalefish RAG Research 
Priorities list (Appendix 1) that was tabled 
at the July 2019 TasRAC meeting, but 
nothing yet progressed. 

High 

TasRAC 

Potential for a joint project 
with Victoria. 
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Meeting no.  Species or Fishery Research required Status Priority Potential Funding Source 

61 

3/10/2016 

[updated 
SFAC 69] 

Striped 
Trumpeter 

Require more information to enable 
determination of the size and age 
structure of the stock. 

Acknowledge issues with sourcing 
samples.  Possibility of a small project to 
repeat a similar project on striped 
trumpeter done a few years ago—i.e., 
targeted sampling during the closed 
season in a number of locations (including 
tagging).  

IMAS is working on promotion of frames 
collection programs and how IMAS can 
better work with processors. 

 SMRCA 

62 

3/03/2017 

[updated 
SFAC 69] 

Socio-economic 
characterisation 
of the Tasmanian 
Scalefish Fishery 

An assessment of the socio-economic 
characteristics of the Tasmanian Scalefish 
Fishery, opportunities to improve 
economic and social outcomes for the 
sector and a more holistic approach to the 
management of the fishery.  

This project has now been funded by 
FRDC and is scheduled to start on 1 
October 2019 

 

Funded by FRDC Project no.: 
2018-067 

Socio-economic 
characterisation of a small 
scale commercial fishery: 
opportunities to improve 
viability and profitability in 
the Tasmanian Scalefish 
Fishery 
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Meeting no.  Species or Fishery Research required Status Priority Potential Funding Source 

63 

8/11/2017 

IMAS 

[updated 
SFAC 67] 

Bastard 
Trumpeter &  

Blue Warehou  

Both classified as “overfished”.  

Recreational sector is main catcher of 
both species and require targeted 
research specifically on the recreational 
gillnet fishery. 

Population biology of and status of 
bastard trumpeter to enable improved 
management of bastard trumpeter, and in 
particular a review of the suitability of 
existing management measures in 
achieving long term sustainability. 

Blue warehou is predominantly a 
Commonwealth managed species — 
although managed by the State in State 
waters. Is currently managed under a 
bycatch TAC in the SESSF. 

Bastard Trumpeter: IMAS still trying to get 
samples of larger [adult] individuals from 
Commonwealth shark fishers, although 
this is very difficult as few adults are 
caught. State catch is juveniles. 

IMAS included a proposal on their 
proposed Scalefish RAG Research 
Priorities list that was tabled at the July 
2019 TasRAC meeting, but nothing yet 
progressed. 

Unaware of any research being 
undertaken on this species in the 
Commonwealth 

 SMRCA 
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Meeting no.  Species or Fishery Research required Status Priority Potential Funding Source 

64 

13/04/2018 

IMAS 

Southern calamari 
Scope out required research for statewide 
and potentially a regional assessment. 

IMAS to to continue sampling in the north 
and also looking at extending that and 
doing some surveys back down in the SE – 
nothing done in Great Oyster Bay and 
Mercury Passage for many years. One of 
the challenges is if you don’t find eggs on 
established grounds does it necessarily 
mean the population has gone pear 
shaped. But there in the north there does 
seem to be a relationship with eggs and 
catches, which makes sense. 

High SMRCA 

65 

29/08/2018 

IMAS 

[updated 
SFAC 67] 

Species currently 
assessed as 
“undefined” 

Improving the Tasmanian Scalefish Fishery 
Assessment by addressing gaps in the 
understanding of key biological processes 
for certain species.  

Related to this diversity and the limited 
economic value of individual species, 
there is a general paucity of basic 
biological information directly relevant to 
Tasmania populations for many species.  
Such information is necessary to underpin 
stock status determinations and assess 
the likely impacts of fishing, and is either 
absent or inferred from populations 
outside of Tasmania. 

IMAS included a proposal on their 
proposed Scalefish RAG Research 
Priorities list that was tabled at the July 
2019 TasRAC meeting, but nothing yet 
progressed. 

 FRDC project looking at King 
George whiting , Snapper and 
Yellowtail Kingfish, Snook. 
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Meeting no. Species or Fishery Research required Status Priority Potential Funding Source 

65 

29/08/2018 

IMAS 

[updated 
SFAC 67] 

Assessing the 
impacts and 
implications of 
seal-fishery 
interactions in 
Tasmania 

Anecdotally, interactions between seals 
and fishers (commercial and recreational) 
are increasing across the State. However, 
these interactions remain poorly 
quantified, and their effect on fishery 
performance and abundance is poorly 
understood.  

In terms of fisheries assessment, seals 
pose two confounding issues – alterations 
in catch rates caused by fishers trying to 
reduce interactions (e.g. through the 
deployment of ‘dummy’ fishing gear), and 
increased rates of mortality of fish from 
seals preying on captured individuals 
(either those to be retained or discards).  

Research components could include: 
documenting nature of interactions to 
better quantify this in logbooks; trialling 
activities and gear to reduce interactions, 
or assessing the fate of discards under 
increasing seal interactions. 

Improved species assessments through 
better understanding of interactions and 
seal-induced mortality, better-informed 
management of commercially and 
recreationally exploited species. 

IMAS included a proposal on their 
proposed Scalefish RAG Research 
Priorities list that was tabled at the July 
2019 TasRAC meeting, but nothing yet 
progressed. 

  

      




