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Table 1: SFAC members’ material personal interest declared 

Member Interest declared 

Jon Bryan 
Member of other Tasmanian FACs, TARFish Committee, and two recreational 
diving clubs. Member of “Stop the Trawler”. No financial interest in any fishery. 

Steve Crocker 
Processor of live abalone, rock lobster, live banded morwong and wrasse. Owns a 
scalefish licence package with banded morwong and quota. 

Brendan Emmett Owns and operates a scalefish, banded morwong and wrasse licences. 

Todd Francis 

Owns and operates two scalefish licence packages. Package 1: scalefish B on a 0-
<10m vessel. Package 2: scalefish B, purse seine net (non-transferable), wrasse, 
southern calamari licences on a 0-<6m vessel. Generally targets calamari, garfish 
and flathead.  

Craig Garland 

Owner operator. Holder of a scalefish licence package with a scalefish A and 
beach seine B. Small mesh gillnet licence. Is endorsed to use small mesh gillnets 
on the north coast. Targets calamari and all inshore scalefish species of the NW 
region both commercially and recreationally. 

Alan Jarvis 
Owns and operates a licence package with a scalefish B, wrasse, small mesh 
gillnet on a 0-<10m vessel. 

Julian Harrington 
Chief Executive of Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council. Member of all Tasmanian 
commercial FACs, all RAGs, SMRCA committee, ShellMAP and Biosecurity 
Advisory Committee. No financial interest in the Scalefish Fishery. 

Constable Ashley Kent Marine Police Officer. Holds recreational licences. No pecuniary interest. 

Max Kitchell Independent Chair. No material personal interest in the Scalefish Fishery.  

Snr Cons. Karina Lane Marine Police Officer. Holds recreational licences. No pecuniary interest. 

Dr Jeremy Lyle 
Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies research provider – interest in securing 
funding relevant to research into Tasmania’s commercial and recreational 
fisheries. 

Nick Martin 
Operates two licence packages. Package 1 is wrasse, scalefish B, beach seine A 
and 0-<20m vessel. Package 2 is scalefish B and 0-<10m. Targets calamari, garfish, 
pike and looking to progress into banded morwong. 

Colleen Osborne 
Husband, David Osborne, is a commercial scalefish fisherman. Owns 2 x fishing 
licence (vessels), beach seine A [with an endorsement to use beach seine on NW 
coast between Stanley and Point Sorell], scalefish B, small mesh gillnet. 

John Sansom 

Chief Executive Officer of the Tasmanian Rock Lobster Fishermen’s Association. 
Owns a rock lobster entitlement and quota. Member of CFAC, TasRAC, AMPAC. 
Southern Rock Lobster Ltd board member. Permanent observer on SMRCA 
committee. 
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Table 2: SFAC action arising from previous meetings 

Meeting no., 
Agenda Item no. 

Action item Action by Outcome 

SFAC 67, item 2(ii) 
IMAS and DPIPWE to determine structure of 
Scalefish RAG going forward and bring back to the 
next meeting for discussion. 

IMAS/DPIPWE 

Ongoing. 
Subject to 
outcome of 
Regional 
RACs 

SFAC 71, item 7 

TSIC to discuss Interest Register proposal with the 
owners of fishing licence (banded morwong) and 
will provide a proposal for consideration by 
DPIPWE before tabling at a future meeting. 

TSIC Ongoing 

SFAC 71, item 10.1 

DPIPWE to investigate banded morwong quota 
carryover options including confirming time 
frames for administering the banded morwong 
quota—noting fishing doesn’t start until 1 May 
2021 as March and April are closed. 

DPIPWE 
Update in 
SFAC 72 
Agenda item 

SFAC 71, item 10.2 

Industry member Brendan Emmett to work with 
TSIC and provide a paper on the proposal to allow 
access to Mercury Passage by all holders of a 
fishing licence (banded morwong) via 
endorsement. 

Brendan 
Emmett & TSIC 

Ongoing 

SFAC 72, item 6 
DPIPWE to provide IMAS with a proposal regarding 
a snapshot of the Danish seine sector to add to the 
SMRCA priority list. 

DPIPWE  
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Table 3: Research priorities for the scalefish fishery 

Meeting no.  Species or Fishery Research required Status Priority Potential Funding Source 

61 

3/10/2016 
[updated 
SFAC 71] 

Garfish 

Better understanding of if the fishery is 
undergoing availability issues or recruitment 
failure. Review existing closures and 
determine if timing and zones are 
appropriate, particularly for the north. 

Recent honours project has highlighted 
discrepancies with the aging work 
(related to interpretation) and this has an 
impact on how the stock is assessed and 
what is going on with the stocks 
themselves. 

Issues now and in the past is that due to 
closures IMAS does not get samples of 
fish when they are potentially spawning. 

No progress. Assessed as depleted, 
although assessment may not reflect 
state of stock due to lack of fishing. 

High 
TasRAC 

 

61 

3/10/2016 
[updated 
SFAC 71] 

Wrasse 

Status of wrasse stocks: assessing the impacts 
of fishing at localised and regional scales. 

There is currently no research on these 
species besides reviewing catch and effort 
trends. 

This is an important component of the 
Scalefish Fishery. 

Likely to be the highest value species in 
the scalefish fishery. Anecdotal reports 
received from industry that localised 
depletions and serial depletions have 
occurred in some regions. Transitional 
size will give indication of fishing pressure. 

IMAS stated that still no traction with 
TasRAC. Will keep pursuing. 

Potential for joint project with Victoria not 
yet happened either. 

High 

TasRAC 

Potential for a joint 
project with Victoria. 

Included a proposal on 
their proposed Scalefish 
RAG Research Priorities 
list (Appendix 1) that was 
tabled at the July 2019 
TasRAC meeting, but 
nothing yet progressed.  
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Meeting no.  Species or Fishery Research required Status Priority Potential Funding Source 

61 

3/10/2016 

[updated 
SFAC 71] 

Striped 
Trumpeter 

Require more information to enable 
determination of the size and age structure 
of the stock. 

Acknowledge issues with sourcing 
samples.  Possibility of a small project to 
repeat a similar project on striped 
trumpeter done a few years ago—i.e., 
targeted sampling during the closed 
season in a number of locations (including 
tagging).  

IMAS has started some work through 
frames collection programs and a new 
biological survey. 

 SMRCA 

63 

8/11/2017 

IMAS 

[updated 
SFAC 71] 

Bastard 
Trumpeter &  

Blue Warehou  

Both classified as “overfished”.  
Recreational sector is main catcher of both 
species and require targeted research 
specifically on the recreational gillnet fishery. 
Population biology of, and status of, bastard 
trumpeter to enable improved management, 
and a review of the suitability of existing 
management measures in achieving long 
term sustainability. 
Blue warehou is predominantly a 
Commonwealth managed species—although 
managed by the State in State waters. Is 
currently managed under a bycatch TAC limit 
in the SESSF. 

Bastard Trumpeter: IMAS still trying to get 
samples of larger [adult] individuals from 
Commonwealth shark fishers, although 
this is very difficult as few adults are 
caught. State catch is juveniles. Unaware 
of any research being undertaken on this 
species in the Commonwealth 

IMAS included a proposal on their 
proposed Scalefish RAG Research 
Priorities list that was tabled at the July 
2019 TasRAC meeting, but nothing yet 
progressed. 

Still nothing progressed. 

 SMRCA 
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Meeting no.  Species or Fishery Research required Status Priority Potential Funding Source 

64 

13/04/2018 

IMAS 

[updated 
SFAC 71] 

Southern calamari 
Scope out required research for statewide 
and potentially a regional assessment. 

IMAS to continue sampling in the north 
and also looking at extending that and 
doing some surveys back down in the SE – 
nothing done in Great Oyster Bay and 
Mercury Passage for many years. One of 
the challenges is if you don’t find eggs on 
established grounds does it necessarily 
mean the population has gone pear 
shaped. In the north there does seem to 
be a relationship with eggs and catches. 

High 

SMRCA 

Continuing as a priority 

65 

29/08/2018 

IMAS 

[updated 
SFAC 71] 

Species currently 
assessed as 
“undefined” 

Improving the Tasmanian Scalefish Fishery 
Assessment by addressing gaps in the 
understanding of key biological processes for 
certain species.  

Related to this diversity and the limited 
economic value of individual species, there is 
a general paucity of basic biological 
information directly relevant to Tasmania 
populations for many species.  Such 
information is necessary to underpin stock 
status determinations and assess the likely 
impacts of fishing, and is either absent or 
inferred from populations outside of 
Tasmania. 

IMAS included a proposal on their 
proposed Scalefish RAG Research 
Priorities list that was tabled at the July 
2019 TasRAC meeting, but nothing yet 
progressed. 

FRDC project 2018-070 includes King 
George whiting, Snapper and Yellowtail 
Kingfish. Potential for determining timing 
of a spawning closure for King George 
whiting. 

Will ask Sean Tracey or James Haddy to 
provide a project update to the FAC at a 
future meeting. 

 Funded FRDC Project 2018-
070: Opportunities and 
impacts of range 
extending scalefish 
species: understanding 
population dynamics, 
ecosystem impacts and 
management needs 

  

https://www.frdc.com.au/project/2018-070
https://www.frdc.com.au/project/2018-070
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Meeting no. Species or Fishery Research required Status Priority Potential Funding Source 

65 

29/08/2018 

IMAS 

[updated 
SFAC 67] 

Assessing the 
impacts and 
implications of 
seal-fishery 
interactions in 
Tasmania 

Anecdotally, interactions between seals and 
fishers (commercial and recreational) are 
increasing across the State. However, these 
interactions remain poorly quantified, and 
their effect on fishery performance and 
abundance is poorly understood.  

In terms of fisheries assessment, seals pose 
two confounding issues – alterations in catch 
rates caused by fishers trying to reduce 
interactions (e.g. through the deployment of 
‘dummy’ fishing gear), and increased rates of 
mortality of fish from seals preying on 
captured individuals (either those to be 
retained or discards).  

Research components could include: 
documenting nature of interactions to better 
quantify this in logbooks; trialling activities 
and gear to reduce interactions, or assessing 
the fate of discards under increasing seal 
interactions. 

Improved species assessments through 
better understanding of interactions and 
seal-induced mortality, better-informed 
management of commercially and 
recreationally exploited species. 

IMAS included a proposal on their 
proposed Scalefish RAG Research 
Priorities list that was tabled at the July 
2019 TasRAC meeting, but nothing yet 
progressed. 
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Meeting no. Species or Fishery Research required Status Priority Potential Funding Source 

71 

4/09/2020 

IMAS 

Banded Morwong An ongoing review of the Banded Morwong 
assessment model helped identify key 
sensitivities around biomass predictions 
which need to be addressed for more robust 
parameterisation and a potential update of 
the model structure. Research needs to 
address key sensitivities include a better 
understanding of (1) population sizes and 
movements across shallow and deep water 
reef habitats, (2) gear selectivity, and (3) the 
growth of young fish. 

The review of the assessment model 
started in 2019 and is aimed to be 
completed in 2021. Key model 
sensitivities are identified by assessing 
and ranking modelling parameters in 
terms of (1) their impact on spawning 
biomass predictions and (2) the potential 
to address associated uncertainties by 
reviewing existing and collecting new 
empirical data. 

High IMAS to provide FAC with 
draft plan of study methods 
and costs. 

72 Danish Seine Small project that would provide a snapshot 
of the Danish seine sector as we don’t collect 
discard data in the scalefish logbook.  

Have observers on Danish seine vessels to 
record catch retained, discarded, interactions 
etc and provide a short report that we could 
make available publicly.  

This sector is heavily scrutinised and 
information in that space is better than no 
information. It would be ideal to provide 
information that is verifiable, that can be 
placed on the public record.  

DPIPWE to discuss further with IMAS to 
add to the SMRCA priority list. 

High SMRCA 

 


