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Quantifying potential of the IMAS Timed-Swim program to detect
change in stock levels

Lead Agency: Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS)
Funding: $272,649.00

Start Date: 1 January 2023 End Date: 1 May 2025
Status: CURRENT

Aims and Objectives:

The primary aims of this project is to define the potential for the Timed Swim method to reliably
assess change in stock status in key areas of the fishery (strategic), or to assess stock status in
areas of specific interest or concern (tactical).

This project has two primary objectives:

e Determine the potential effect size that Timed Swim surveys can detect at block level.
e Examine the relationship between fishing pressure and reduction in abalone abundance.

Progress Report:

e The project is progressing well, with all fieldwork completed.

e The post-season greenlip surveys were completed in September 2024.

¢ Preliminary analysis of greenlip data has demonstrated the Time Swim method is reliable at
detecting change in abundance over the short term (2-3 months).

e Progress is now being made with further analysis of the Actaeons and greenlip data collectively
in preparation for the final report.

Full Progress Report
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https://fishing.tas.gov.au/Documents/AIRF2022_53_ProgressReportNo.2.PDF

